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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative study was to investigate the form of
the Rap Thiamda or Welcoming the Guardian Deity Ritual of Khuan So

Community after the revival of the tradition, and to explore the conditions of
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the revival, included the transformation and impact of this tradition. The
data were collected through Go-Along in-depth interviews and participatory
observations in which the interviewer mingled with 15 interviewees
consisting of people living in the community, community leaders, and
government officials of the study area of Khuan So Community, Mu 11, Ban
Bo Wa, Tambon Khuan So, Khuan Niang District, Songkhla Province.

The study found that Rap Thiam Da is a tradition in South of Thailand
that had been practiced continuously for many centuries and had been
faded away for over 30 years. Thus, Songkhla Provincial Culture Office had
policy to support and promote a revival of tradition in 2002. In Khuan So,
the Rap Thiamda tradition was revived in 2010 after had been faded from
the community for over 20 years. The revival was led by the village
headman who responded to the policy of the Songkhla Provincial Culture
Office, realizing that the tradition was value worth passing down to the later
generations. Generally, the form, belief, and community practice were
found to be the same as they were in the past with a few components
different from other communities. These include calling the house of the
deity “Ban Thewada” instead of “Rong Thiamda” to make it clear and easy
to understand, using materials found locally to make the house for the deity;
calling the pennant string flags “Thong Thiaw” instead of “Thong Rao”; the
length of the ritual was found to depend on the length of the chants, and
seeds were sown after the end of the ritual.

However, the core concept of the tradition has not been changed,
and people in the community still believe that supernatural powers would
help protect and make them and their families live happily, and have
abundant harvests. They also believe that participating in the ritual is
auspicious for their life and the beginning of new life in each year. They
believe and take notice that anyone who does not practice the ritual will not

be successful in life. Therefore, the “Rap Thiamda” tradition is considered a
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reflection of the relationship between man and nature of people in Khuan So
Community where their way of life depends on nature, utilizing forest, and
use traditional agriculture and fishing. Even though modernization gradually
invades the community, the strength of the relationship is still remained
enough for the revival of the tradition that continues for the community

existence.

Keywords: Tradition, Rap Thiamda or Welcoming guardian deity, Ritual, Belief,

Community practice
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