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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study way of life, culture, and adjustment of
elephant herders in Banpakham, Pakham District, Buriram Province as well
as to compare this group of elephant herders to those elephant herders in
Bankhaimuenphaew, Muang District, Chaiyaphum Province and those in
Bantaklang, Thatum District, Surin Province. This research employs
qualitative approach method.

The result shows that Banpakham is a community of an ethnic group
called Korat Thai or Thai Berng. They have been cultures of elephant
herders around 200 years. Blockade of Cambodian forest, decrease of
forest, changes of society and economy as well as limitation of transmission
of elephant domestication are all the barriers of the existence or culture and
adjustment of the elephants herders in Banpakham.When being compared
to the elephant herders in Bankhaimuenphaew of Chaiyaphum Province
and those in Bantaklang of Surin Province, the elephant keeping knowledge
of the elephant herders are mainly similar. It is assumed that the knowledge
of these three groups of elephant herders is derived from the same origin.

In terms of adjustment, it is found that the adjustment of the elephant
herders in Bantaklang is better than the two communities especially the
admittance of female elephant herders which was unacceptable in the past.
While the adjustment of elephant herders in Banpakham is less than two
communities. In the future, can cause the extinction of elephant culture

keeping in Banpakham.

Keywords: The Way of Life, Existence, Dynamic of Change
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