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The Adaptation of Shan Traditions, Ceremonies,

Beliefs and Identity among the Shan People in Chiang Mai
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Abstract

The Shan’s identity was linked to their culture. The Shan people’s
adaptation of traditions, ceremonies and beliefs in relation to tourism
development policies and socioeconomic conditions was followed by the
adaptation of their identity. Their identity was adapted to outside society
and culture through the creation of a new identity to be part of the Thai
State via traditions and ceremonies, as well as the reproduction,
reconstruction or restoration of their traditions. Their new identity was
intended to make people in Thai society recognize their value and accept
their co-existence in the same society, in addition to claiming rights for their
ethnicity. Furthermore, adaptation of their identity to outside society and
culture had impacts on both Thai society and themselves. One of the
impacts on Thai society was the birth of organizations providing assistance
for the Shan people and publicizing information about them. The other
impacts were knowledge gained about this ethnicity and the spark for more
research about it. As for the impacts on the Shan people, many government
agencies provided assistance for them and took care of their rights. The
other effects were the fact that the Shan people became a new group of
Buddhism patrons, and the Buddhist temples were more open to Shan

traditions.

Keywords: Identity, Traditions Ceremonies and Beliefs, Shan
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