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Buddhadasa Bhikku’s Viewpoints

on Dealing with Teenagers
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Abstract

Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, one of the most famous and influential

philosophers in Thailand, shared his view about Thai teenagers concerning
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the problems, the root causes, influence factors, and the suggestions towards
the solutions. He mentioned that teenagers' problems are due to their
incapability in controlling themselves in which leads to problems in drugs
addiction, violence and crime. These all are the result of our materialism
society seen in the greed for sensual pleasure and pseudo-dignity which
causes ignorance and delusion. Having misunderstood these phenomena,
they run into a world of materialism and do not turn their ears to anyone
since they believe in themselves, their right and freedom. According to
Buddhadasa, these problems arise from environment, education and lack
of opportunity. He suggests that teenagers should be taught wisely and
cultivate them with the right view. His principles of being a quality person is
to behave properly in the five roles as in being a child, a student, a friend,
a citizen and a Buddhist. He also added that the only way to solve the
teenagers’ problems is to bring back the role of religion and eliminate the
power of materialism. To achieve this goal, teenagers must be educated

formally on moral issues

Keywords: Buddhadasa Bhikku, Teenager
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