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Abstract

This paper aims to study the circumstances that led to the rise
and development of the early Champa kingdom, referred to as Linyi in the
Chinese records. Archaeologists have sought to identify the origins of Linyi
with the prehistoric Sa Huynh which had occupied central Vietham before it
enters into history with a Cham state of Linyi. However, the evidence is still
insufficient to show clear indication of the continuous cultural development
from the Sa Huyunh to the Cham. Recent archaeological finds seem to indicate
as well that Linyi was found under the strong influence of the expansion of the
ancient Chinese Empire, and did not occur as a phenomenon of the so-called
the “first Indianization of Southeast Asia” as has been traditionally understood.

The first phrase of Linyi 's developments were concerned mostly with
territorial expansion to the north, at the expense of China’s southern limits
of present-day Vietnam. Chinese punitive expedition of 446 C.E. seemed to
mark a significant change as the focus of the Chams shifted further to the

South, in particular to the Thu-Bon valley of modern Quang Nam.

Keywords: the SA Huynh culture, the expansion of imperial China, Linyi
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