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Abstract

The objectives of this study are 1) to study background knowledge of
traditional beliefs of Thai Song Dam people’s rites at Nongprong sub-district,
Khaoyoi District, Phetchaburi Province 2) to study beliefs about rituals of
Thai Song Dam people’s rites at Nongprong sub-district, Khaoyoi District,
Phetchaburi Province and 3) to analyze factors of existence and change on
beliefs in Thai Song Dam people’s rites at Nongprong sub-district, Khaoyoi
District, Phetchaburi Province. The data collected by interview with the
ritual leaders and villagers aged over 60 years to investigate the belief of
interviewee’s ancestors and to investigate the beliefs of young generation.
A qualitative research was conducted and the findings presented by
descriptive analysis.

The result found that the background knowledge of traditional beliefs
were ghost, Khwan, regulations, taboos and “Mod Mon” (incantation).

The beliefs of young generation were divided into 6 major groups:birth
ritual belief, childhood belief, teenage belief, adult belief, illness belief and
death and after death belief.

Factors affected existence of the ritual beliefs were family raising,
the kinship system, harmoniousness, economy, government, education, and
information technology. The factors affected the change of the ritual beliefs
were instilling faith and family values, community environment, economy,
politic, education, Buddhist beliefs, and progress in medicine and public
health.

Keywords: Factors of Existence and Change, Thai Song Dam, Beliefs, Rites, Phetchaburi
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