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The Conservation and Application of Local Wisdom
in Hand Woven Textiles of Yawng People

in Lamphun Province
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Abstract

This article is a study of value, conservation and application of local
wisdom in hand woven textiles of Yawng people, the largest population in
Lamphun Province. There are case studies of social organizations in local
area including the Museum of Wat Ton Kaew, the Art and Craft Textiles
Center for Elders of Wat Ton Kaew and the Woven Textiles Center of Mae
Raeng (Pinfay Store). It is found that hand woven textiles were a crucial
fundamental way of living for people in agricultural society. When industrial
society expanded to the suburbs and the Northern Industrial Estate
established in Lamphun Province in 1983, the attitude of young generation
toward hand woven textiles have changed. Most people headed to work in
factories. The inheritance of local wisdom in hand woven textiles has
declined. However, with the gratitude and the awareness to the value of
intellectual heritage, some local leaders have established learning resource
centers of Yawn culture in several ways. The purpose is to persuade public
such as government organizations, educational institutions and young
people to be aware of the value of wisdom heritage as it is the basic for the
body of knowledge for life, shaping the minds and bringing us the proud of

our culture.

Keywords: Yawng people, Handicraft, Hand woven, Lamphun Province
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