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Abstract

This articlefocuses on the lexical variation of Phuan language
according to age, an important social factor, which reflects the tendency
of language change in Phuan of BanMi, Lop Buri. The data were collected
from 18 Phuan people of three age groups: (i) 65-75, (ii) 40-50 and
(i) 15-25 from 400 lexical forms.

The results reveals that Phuanlexical usage in each group are
obviously different, G1 maintains Phuan language more than the others
while the most lexical variation is occurred in G3. The result also shows
the tendency of Phuan lexical usage which is similar to standard Thai
(Bangkok Thai). This is the step of language shift in progress. As the result
of the speakers need to communicate in standard Thai (Bangkok Thai)

more for their education or profession.

Keywords: Lexical Variation, Phuan Language, Age
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