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A Study of Chinese Spirit Festival of Chinese -Thai People
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the origin and related beliefs
of the custom of Chinese Spirit Festival of China, as well as the origin of
Chinese-Thai people in Chon Buri Municipality, Chon Buri Province and Their
Chinese Spirit Festival customs. Field data collection were undertaken with
villagers, members, staffs of religious sites and other related personnel
who had experience with arranged Chinese Spirit Festival customs. In-depth
interview, observation, and photographing were used as the field data
collecting tools. The data was analyzed using content analysis and the

results are presented in descriptive analysis form.

The results show that 1) the primitive worship and sacrificial customs
are derived from ancient China, the belief of Taoism and the belief of Buddhism
are the origin of the custom of Chinese Spirit Festival of China; 2) From the
12th century to the beginning of the 20th century, Chaozhou people migrated
to Thailand, especially to Chon Buri Province many timesdue to domestic
and foreign factors; 3) The operating stage of Chinese Spirit Festival of
Chinese-Thai people in Chon Buri Municipality, Chon Buri Province is divided
into two operating stages, the preparation before the festival day and the
operation during the festival day which including various beliefs such as
belief in god, faith in the soul or belief in life after death, the good faith, faith

in meaning auspicious food, belief in burnt sacrifice supplies, etc.

Keywords: Spirit Festival, Belief, Chinese-Thai people
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