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Huge Religious Object of Worship: Change,
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Abstract

This qualitative research is conducted with three objectives: 1) to
study the change in the creation of huge religious objects of worship in Thai
society, 2) to study the signification of huge religious object of worship in
relation to ritual and person, and 3) to examine Thai society through the
lenses of belief, value, standpoint, people’s wish, and commerce. The samples,
which are derived from purposive sampling, are consisted of huge religious
objects of worship in 9 different places. Documentary analysis, observation,
and interview are used for data collection, and the findings are presented
in form of descriptive analysis. Three elements are considered: the object of
worship, ritual, and person because these three elements are supportively
interrelated which facilitates sustainability of the objects of worship. It is
found that the changes and the signification of the objects of worship,
nowadays, are that they are made in more various forms such as Buddha
image, image of deity, and Buddhist monk figure. This reflects the equal
significance among Buddhism, Hinduism, and spiritualism (progenitors’
spirit). In some places, the significance of the latter two is greater than that
of Buddhism. The identity of the chair of founding ceremony is wisely
amalgamated into the object of worship through the size and figure of

the objects of worship.
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