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Anthropological Concepts and the Studies

of Animistic Beliefs in Thai Society
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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the body of knowledge and theoretical
concepts in anthropology explaining the animism, supernaturalism, and
spirits. It is found that Thai anthropologists have still studied the animistic
beliefs in structural-functional paradigm that analyzes animism as a medium
to stabilize the social order. However, the present anthropological studies

in global arena have turned to realize the animistic beliefs in association of

* IUAREUATIRIL AUTNYHERNENEIUET (B9ANITNNNT)



oisansdBIMsuyseEmansiia:donumans U 25 auun 47

Tra HNTAN - INEU 2560

power and knowledge in which human agent negotiate in their reconstruction

of social subjects.

Keywords: Animistic Beliefs, Anthropology, Paradigm, Thai Society
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