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Abstract

The role of religion has been reduced because it is not compatible
with modernity and paradigm shift in the modern world. Religion tries to adjust
itself to serve the modern. Although public role of religion has increased, the
role of religion in the development process was overlooked. After religious
revival phenomenon took place, it indicated the great impact of religion on a
global level. Academic and developmental societies began to focus on “religion
and development” issues and the role of faith-based organizations (FBOs) was
immensely discussed. Therefore, this article reflects the adjustment of religion
through ethnic development of the Catholic Church and Catholic-Inspired
NGOs in Northern Thailand. These instances show an ability to respond ethnic

groups’ problems immediately

Keywords: the Catholic Church, Catholic-Inspired NGOs, Development Work,

Secularization
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