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Abstract

This research is focusd on the performing techniques and melodies
of the Glong Gon Yao and Mong Seong drums as well as the Tor Yor Horn
string instrument of the Tai Yai people in Kyauk Me City. The research findings
show that Glong Gon Yao accompanied the Fon Nok and Fon Toh dances,
the ritual procession, as well as the Poi Sang Long Festival, the largest
annual festival in Shan State. The techniques included pressing, opening
and closing of hands. Hand beats are generally pressed with diminished
melodies. The rapid beats in Fon Nok Dance are produced by the pressing
of hands towards the end of secondary phrase. Strumming and stressing
with close-hand beating are used in Fon Toh Dance. Glong Mong Seong is
played in conjunction with Chab (large cymbals) and Mong (small gongs).
Rhythmic counterpoints were rarely found and five beating patterns are
identified. Tor Yor Horn is played in 10 notes in a Jad Tai ensemble. Playing
techniques include non-embellishment, triplets, vibrato, 16th /32th-note
embellishment, gliding, coupling, and identical accompaniments of short
syllabic lyrics. Tor Yor Horn melodies are usually played as a series with
a stress on the Look Tok vocal melodies. The Kwarm Gee 2 singing
accompaniment, is mainly synchronized to the song lyrics. As an interlude,
the principal musical structure is usually adhered to while the rhythms
and musical syllables are less restricted. Repeated pitches at the end of

the melodic groups is also found.
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