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Abstract

The notions of ‘good’ and ‘truth’ have long been debated both in
their definitions as well as their political applications.'Good’ and ‘Truth’ seem
to be often understood by many as if they were interchangeable although
in fact the former is not necessarily the same as the latter. This article is
an attempt to read Albert Camus’s novel The Stranger (L'Etranger) through
examining how the notions of good and truth employing in the novel to
determine the justice process in the story and how these two notions play
crucial roles in determining the fate of Meursault, the protagonist of the
novel. This article raises three main questions: 1) What is the politics of truth
underlying the novel?; 2) How the novel address about the notion of good?;
and 3) What is the relationships between truth, good, and justice implied
in the novel? | argue that we could learn from The Stranger that the notion
of good has no essential meaning of its own, but its definition varies
according to each particular society’s context and its dominantly accepted
ways of behaving. Moreover, each particular society’s definition of ‘good’ plays
important role in determining what could be considered as truth and in

turn determining the meaning of justice of its society.

Keywords: the ‘Good’, the ‘Truth’, Justice, the Stranger and Politics
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