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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) examine the roles of Thai
senior citizens in local development participation 2) study the factors
affecting the roles of Thai senior citizens in local development participation,
and 3) explore the problems and obstacles of Thai senior citizens on local
development participation. This study is a qualitative research with 64 key
informants, including male and female senior citizens aged 60 years old
or over, senior citizens’ family members, neighbors or community members,
community philosophers, and community leaders in the northeastern, central,
northern and southern regions. The tools used for data collection were in-depth
interviews and focus group discussions. The data were analyzed using content
analysis. Regarding the senior citizens’ roles in the aspects of family, education,
community development, and religion and culture, it was found that they
continuously participated and showed their interest in activities, as well as
encouraged members of their families and communities to have unity. With regard
to the factors affecting the roles of Thai senior citizens in local development
participation, it was found that the senior citizens’ self-esteem should
consistently be promoted, as well as the activities or projects to develop the
senior citizens’ knowledge and expertise. Meanwhile, for the problems and
obstacles of Thai senior citizens on local development participation, it was
found that the senior citizens didn’t plan how they would adjust themselves

to their communities, and they gave little importance to self-esteem.

Keywords: Role, Thai Senior Citizens, Local Development Participation
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