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Abstract

This research aimed to study and to understand the definition
and the process of self-creation of foreigner’s wives. The samples of
the research, which were purposively and snow ball selected, included
13 Thai female informants. These informants were married to westerners,
aged between 20-60 years, and had been married with or without
a marriage certification at least 2 years and Chon Buri census registration
was required. This research was a qualitative research using the
Hermeneutic Phenomenology of Martin Heidegger.

The findings showed that after entering into a new world by
getting married with the Westerners, the informants established their
new-understanding to be able to survive. The new understanding of
the foreigners’ wives was expressed in the form of new self-creation
as a resulting from their learning and experiences from the cross-cultural
marriage. This new self-creation includes: 1) cooking as a self-creation
enrichment or “having ideology of domesticity” based on a characteristic
of “ideal housewife” in Thai culture. 2) using a “kitchen” as a space to

create a relationship among different cultures in the family.

Keywords: Kitchen, Ideology of Domesticity, Foreigner's Wife, Cross-Cultural Marriage
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