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Abstract

This research aimed to study ability of Thai tertiary level learners of
French with B1-B2 reading levels for argumentative and informative articles.
The analysis method used in this research focused on 2 main points: ability
to differentiate article types, and influence of article types on learners’
comprehension. This is because writing or presentation styles of each
article type are different. Therefore, the research team conducted an
experiment by having learners read both of the article types twice, the total
of 4 stories. To examine which article type the learners could comprehend
better, they were also asked to do the comprehension exercises. Interviews
were conducted to study ability to differentiate article types and to study
opinions of the learners about the influence of article types on comprehension
of the articles. The analytical findings indicated that article types resulted in
motivation to select an article to read. Most learners selected argumentative
articles because of various conceptual presentation styles. This made such
reading interesting. The learners thought that informative articles were
one-sided. Characteristics of these articles were also academic; thus, the
learners were less preferred them. However, results of the comprehension
exercises of the 4 articles indicated that article types did not affect the
comprehension level because the learners were able to gain a score of

the same level from the exercises.
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