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and Cambodian Migrant Workers: Case Study of
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Abstract

This article is developed from a study on a suburban community
which has become an area for economic and industrial expansion in Bangkok
metropolitan. Consequently, the local community has faced both physical
and socio-cultural changes from factory construction and migration of
multinational/multicultural migrant workers. This article mainly focused the
development of relationships between local residents and migrant workers
from Cambodia. Topics examined include how local residents have
adapted to socio-economic changes, how social ethics or common rules
and agreements have been developed for the multicultural community to

coexist, and what factors have been to these developments.

The study found this community has adapted economically and
socially by diversifying jobs and establishing social ethics for coexistence
in both community level and residential level (e.g. dormitory, rented
apartment). Subsequently, harmonious coexistence of the multicultural
community has depend on the following factors: tolerance at individual
level, degree of ethical/racial prejudices, availability of mediators, availability
of and access to public spaces which serve as common learning ground

among all groups. Last but not least, the study found that policies to encourage
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multiculturalism at both local and national levels have been significant for

creating multicultural community.

Keywords: Multicultural, Suburban Community, Migrant Workers, Social Ethic
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