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Abstract

This paper presents the results of an investigation of the iconography,
concepts and principles of Batuka Bhairava sculpture creation and the
emergence of the sculpture found in Wiang Sa district, Suratthani province,
Thailand. The art historical method was involved to analyse an artistic style
of the sculpture. According to scholars, the sculpture was inspired by
Chola art from Southern India dated to the 11th Century. However, it
could be argued that this figure was intentionally created by the local
people living in Wiang Sa area who worshiped Shiva as the supreme god
and the protector of territory. Having considered the artistic analysis of
this sculpture, it is not exactly as same as the Chola one. The Vishnu and
Surya figures are probably created for the traders with different religious
beliefs who came to Wiang Sa city for trade. Moreover, the historical
and archaeological evidence presented show the interaction between the
south of India and the Southern Thailand.

Keywords: Batuka Bhairava, lconography, Shiva, Wiang Sa
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by S. B. Balasubrahmanyam, 1977, Amsterdam: Oriental Press
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M8, Early interactions between South and Southeast Asia: Reflections
on cross-cultural exchange, by B. Chaisuwan, 2011, Heng Mui Keng Terrace:

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
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N19IUSTIN (cultural diffusion) msu'wa%m‘&JmiﬂmﬂﬁumaqgﬂLmiwﬁ
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Tausssud 5 dnwalg (Everett, 1962; Wintrop, 1991, pp. 82-84) #»
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