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Abstract

Using a historical analysis approach, this paper aims at studying factors
affecting policy making for economic development in the Eastern region between
the years 1982-2017, the so-called Eastern Seaboard/ESB and the Eastern
Economic Corridor/EEC projects. The research found that the concept focusing on
industrial development as part of national economic development, with the aims
of becoming an industrialized country, affected how Thailand determined its
roles and policies to be complied with changeable internal and external factors
under global capitalism. The policies were developed and implemented using
centralized, yet flexible management mechanism, so that the goals could be
achieved in a timely manner. The centralized development plan is exemplified
by the ESB project in the 1980s, which aimed at regional development and
exporting industry, leading to production restructure and industrial expansion.
Around the years 2016-2017, there was a need for economic restructuring to
upgrade and increase the country’s competitiveness. With the success of the ESB
as a model, centralized large-scale development projects, such as the EEC have

once again been accelerated and reinforced.

Keywords: Economic Policy Making, Eastern Thailand, Eastern Seaboard (ESB), Eastern Economic
Corridor (EEC)
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