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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the sources of migration of workers from
Myanmar into Thailand, since Thailand is an important destination country for migrant
workers from neighbouring countries such as Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar,
particularly, workers from Myanmar, who are scattered throughout Thailand in the
highest number. In this study, the researcher limits the scope of the study penod from
1892 to 2011. This reason is due lo the fact that new security issues, during 1990s
started to draw widely attention from many scholars. At the same, time, itwas the period
in which the Thai state wanted its economy lo rise to_the status of the fifth “tiger” in
Southeast Asia, leading lo accelerated ec:rmomic QI'U;-I'-;‘lh and rate of employment in the
1990s and thereby attracting a large numtm-r uf migrant workers from nelghbounng
countries. _

Based on the study, it was fm_md that there are three main-sources of migration
of workers from Myanmiar, famely the geographical factor, push factors in the primary
country and puII_ fac_tﬁrs'frm:n the secondary muﬁir.ylu.' The push and pull factors of
migration of workers from Myanmar into Thail_.and'ars. multidimensional - roughly divided
into ecr;m:’nac. ﬁulilk:al and social _dimen_suéns. .As shown in more details in the article,
lhe economic slump, pﬂ_ll'l_lca! unrest éltd social ills in Myanmar all work as laclors
pushing the people.of Kyanmar to struggle to survive and search for a better life.
Meanwhile; betier i;_r::;)hamic, political and social conditions in a neighbouring country
likes Thailanr_:j ail contribute as faclors pulling the people of Myanmar into Thailand, as it
is normal for people to migrate from a place with fewer opportunities to one that is more

promising.

Keywords: Migrant Workers, Migralion Push Factors, Migration Pull Factors
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