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Abstract

This-thesis 15 .aimed to study the development of Thai art craftsmanship using
gold leaf in Rattahakosin period in terms of status and role including adaptation of
craftsmen at the present. This qualilative study is a case study using data from
document and interview.

The findings show thal the fundamental concept of Thai craftsmanship is derived
from Brahmanism and Buddhism which results in majestic grandeur of royal and
religious places. For showing the power and prosperity of the nation, decoration of these
places must be splendid; therefore, precious stones and metals are used for the
decoration and, among those precious materials, gold is the most famous. For
convenient use, it is transformed into gold leaf. Social context plays important role on the
development and popularity of this Thai arts, and its development can be divided into
three periods. The first period is considered from the reign of King Rama | to King Rama
III; the second period is from the reign of King Rama IV to King Rama VI, and the third
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period is from the reign of King Rama VIl until the present. There are four factors
affecting the popularity and the style of this type of Thai ars including the craftsmen
themselves. Those factors are 1) value and belief of society, 2) political situation,
3) economy, and 4) innovation. Unlike other kinds of artists, craftsmen for this Thai art,
both royal and freelance, produce their works from the need of society nol for expressing
their own emotion and identilty. The lwo groups of craftsmen have still conserved the
Iradilional lechnique using of lacguer in the processes of background preparation and
gold leaf attachment onto the background. Modern gluing agents Jike oil color and epoxy
and scientific gold color are used as subslilution-lor lacquer and real gold leaf.
The coordinalion and communication between two groups of craftsman are in good
condition due to their familiarity. The knowledge of this art is transferred from generalion
to generation without official written document. An individual craftsman has to gel inlo
the field praclicing in |he real scene. The expertise s mostly depended on attention and
personal practice. Those royal crafismen although offer knowledge ol Lhis art 1o public,
they teach only the process of using oil color not lacquering. The prediction is that this
type ol Thai arls will conlinue as long as gold is valued and exists. In addition, as long as
manarchy and Buddhism are two impartant sectors together with conservation of
national heritage in terms of Thai-arts, Thai arts using gold leaf will continuously exist.
However, the tendency of using of oil color for lacquer and scientific gold color instead

of gold leaf will increase.

Keywords; Thai arts, Thai Craftsman, Gold Leaf
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