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The Contribution of Folkiore to Sociolinguistic Work:
A case Study in Thailand
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Folklore to E@&ngtic Research - that the 5 Iklnre iz essantidl to the

e trend . in linguistic work cadle guistic™, The data were collectad

Audy of, and ware analyzed by using

, resgarch In Thaland, as it is-the ok
Auistics and Falklore cri1s of this study reveal thal folklore |5 strongly

acrpss socinlinguistics a@ interdisciplinany.
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1. Background
Folklore and Socialinguistic research are elated \ﬁr nciples, contants

and methodologies. In the world of globalzat

n &arf and transdisciplinary
s lencas Io their research in grdar
J|® ;

are discussed wildly, Therefores, researche
o make it multdimensional. That re '
purpose of this articla is 1o Sy&
rasearch of %u:lﬂljng l:r anting the overall image |
directions of the .4 |1|:1 | hopa thea study @I

social ?H:iér'l @@
ki J Definition of Folkiora St iolinguistic Area

ancls and

& humanilias and

and also it s the way of e

Benjamin A. Botkin {1938, as shows in httpul'www.afsnet.org) stated that:

Folklore is a body of radibonal baliefl, custom, and exprassian. it also related
10 & commercial and academic means of cammunication and instruction. The common
interesis and purposes are alse dafined, the educatad or uneducatad, rural or urban can
be named its folklore. Botkin definad tragions, individual, popular, including literary

which has its value and continuity for the group as a whola,
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Dan Ban-Amaos [1972) defined the meaning of folklore as: folklore s artistic

gommunication in small grouns.

Jan Brunvand (1878} mentioned that folklore are unrecorded traditions in the
@wim Ihe

tracitional. unofficial, non-inatitutional part of cullure. Kegwiadge -understandings,

saciety within both the form and content of lraditions. It s more con

tachnique of communication betweean two persons and fol

values, attitudes, assumplions, feelings. :angjllel

word are-also included.

Willlam A. Wilson {1953@§@W\ http:iwew. afsnet org) say ?ﬁéﬁ@%&
& @:ﬁi

ir cullural heritages. It is ciplinary

as the linking between -- @J
connacied the in@a % hips aof different cultural :5: ' dy of folkiomne s

altempted to dg%er basis of our cammaon nurn§f
EJ Definitions of Sociolinguistics @
Socialinguistios i§ 3 @

speaker; It codes the social function of & lenguage. (hitpuiiegos uoregon. edufexplore)

sociing’)

3. Methodology

In this rasaarch, the researcher mainly collected data from decuments following
procedurs:

3.1 Collected books and documents mostly are resaarch af Folklore and

Sociolinguistics under these topics:
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3.1.1 Background of the two sciences
1.2 Publiclzed Sociolinguistics research contributed by Folklors
3.2 Categorize Folklore data used in Sociolinguistic research,
3.3 Categorize insignificant details of Sociclinguistics contributed by Folklore

3.4 Analyze how Folkiors contribute to Saciolinguistic research an EummEIHIF

the trand and direction of Sociotinguistics. §
4. Significance of The Study %
4.1 Demanstate the overall image n-::i MRS .1!« in Thailang

e amalinguistics research

12 o sciences in the Ful-ur g&

Hanyarﬁt J' stalad about FI:III-:II:I Elnr.‘l a5 show in,

"Folklore 13: n:-n and Works™ that fnli-:lnre en studied in Europe
and Stgtes dec: tles ago but only 30 .f-'-.lﬂ'lt:lugh it s a new subject
z4 ntarested to the sclence as taught | nl:lergraduata and graduats lavalks in
nwersitieg The bBac Inre from Lhe batare printing age unil presan|
as:

E-Efl:l-m i}

that Era, no Follklore evidence recorded

A}-'un'hya and Rattanakosin Era (During the reigns of King Rama [-ili), ihere
were three foiklors;

(1] Refar lothe data name

(2] Cullure data inspires poet

{3) Record legend of the country on 1o Thai long book (made of pulp from trees
of the family Uncaceas.)

Prnting age
Dunng the Reign of King Rama IV
The King Rama IV wished ta remaln and support coniral folk songs.
During the reign of King Rama vV
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King Rama ¥ asked locel people o sing local songs for him at Bang Pa-inin B.E
2462, |1 was tha very first lime of singing local songs right in front of the King. Moraover
local stories were rewntlen in verse and kocal songs were collected and printad 1o public
atl Wat Koh, Hang Samud, and Phanichsuphol printing house, Local stones wara
rewritten in prose and printed on Darunowat” and Wachireyamsset” Thera were proverh
stories contest. the stores might be adjustad from old stones or newd

miNGec e,
The staries became lessons for students to practice th&|r B

. ﬂ-k'l||. Phraya

Methaihibodee composed Aessop stories. Local sorgs !ﬂ' ecorded to the
phonograph. In this perod, peopla rr'un-l:l e}lie f{:urrna-llﬂrs for academic
purpaaes. The King alse compasad Lererr r:lr'lt ' and asks Mr. Pemora to

@%{@3

During the mfg.r] "f"p‘ 'I.u"! &
Tha king w ms&a:l reading stones %se whatl\bad baen listaning.
ut'songs in the play calked

compase skaies from lullzbies,

a" for Ligas, songand-dance

asi halesmongkol-Ard opaning ceramony

peope 1 parform [oke in the roeval play and

r WS W emher af the raval family who composed works; HR
rnge histary, background of things, IegEﬂda. places, and

or Phrasaraphrasert) that transtated from Panjatrantra, Thosamantn franslated from Ak
Fatrea, Bangklee tranzlated from Bengall Household Tales, Katasaritsakom in B.E. 2468,
the Tor Mgeg-chuan record house records Thai folk songs on reconas.

Al prasant

Starling with Phraya Anumanrajathon re-arranged and snalyzed lales, iraditional
caremaneas, falths, Folklore was in curriculum in B.E.2500s and publicized in Thailand
widely The pionesrs ware Professor Kularb Mullikamas, Teacher Teug Kusuma Na
Aydnya, Professor Dr. Kingkaew Atthakom and Dr. Wann Wiboonsawat Andersan,
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Prajak Saizeang [(hitp/iwww thai-folksy . com) stated that Folklore study in
Thailand was impacted by the West, Most Folklore research is in the area of folk songs,
guiz, proverbs, fales, etc, The study leads o oulture study, tradilions, and faiths of

peopls in the society,

sirapormn MNa Thalang (1998) stated that durng B.E. 251 @a wers almast
100 Folklore fasearch and in BBE.2542 Folklore Centras @ as the centra to
cannect ard trade Folkiore information in order o d ;-1-=:n research,

AR

6. Socislinguistics Background in Thﬂ o

The first linguistics curp m InThailand is the Chulalong {@9 g
curmculum slared since BE\2AT7-AL tha first place, “Lingustic ymalogy”
and changead @L puistics™ In B.E. EE-I:IEQTh I@ her was Phraya
Anumarira a@ fars.chula.acth §

s lha area ol Sociohinguisics ? iland is widen and refaled o many

9 es, zocial vanables a in SBociolinguistics like sex, education, career,
age lewal,
% 3 study points:

(A ge change
@ ) Syrchronic Stuth is the study of language change in & penod of timea

(1.2} Diachronic Sudy s the comparative study of language change in

There are 5

periods of time -more that two-
(2] Sociel vanables thal impac! language usage of peopla i the sackaly
(2.1) Sex; Male/Famale
{2.2] Age
{2.3) Education level
{2.4) Caraar
Howeaver there afe factors hat impact language of people In the society in the

same way same as communication situation, place of living or soclal status.
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7. Types of Folkiore Data Used in Sociolinguistic Research
Thera ara thrag catagories of folklore data usad in Sociolinguistics, which ane
verbal, non-verbal end mixed (Kamnyaral Vechasal, 1995), as show balow

Verbal Mon-verbal Mixed
fales aris singl 59\
50ngs crafts gHes
ricidles architaciure %99

proverbs ceramony

dialect @ﬂ @D@Q fradition
faithz
8. The Point of Ea-ninﬂngul i & \%

dialogues t 205 5 cnmmunlw. Spaech

mmm ity wag.- ceople in the co
U:aﬁal.y e the charscleristis

18, reglonal dialects, and

race, £S5, Sax, Caraer, ar age.

Functional speech variety or Registar |5 a form of language usage being ultered
i differentiation situations.

Social differentiation of language is variation of language usage in soclotias,

Social stratification is the study of how people In a society use language 1o each
othar and how the leved of salary, career, education impact choices of language use. In
different communities, language use s different and Sociolinguists believe that
strabification of language i net universal, That s because 1t sliered by the language
users and proved by the research result that, in fact, there are different stratifications of

language because speakers' sex is different bul not S5ES (socio-economic status)
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2, Discussion of Firdings

There are several types of folklore data used in Soclalinguistics resaarch;
howewver, there are two types that are mostly used (1) verbal data as tales, songs,
rddles proverbs and dialect {2} mixed data as singing, games, plays and ceremonies

The linguists use these types of dala as the source of their research a

content or linguistic theory. The idea of Folklore and Iinguistics wene 9
researchers to be used in their research.
There arg: many poinis 0 Sociclnguistic im E Fnlumm of Folklore
seiences. In this resaarch, e resaarchar wi |
{1) The study point of wordings r.r |'.' tc resaarch adopled the ideas of
faiths, fradifions and ceremonies [F -::urtura1 as parts-of ihe analys
a. Taboo wnrds |:|"||i.. prohibitions in & society, T %
cultural study an as tl:r siudy abaul the fait of peg I%}& socialy as

al "

Inaicated 1hr3 r Ha-&*wn‘*"lal Charncharogn gmigm in Thal as
Charng En tecj thal the research @lng the characlerislics of

I"U.S I Thai, analyzing the EI'II:i connalalive meanings and
sivelying Thai values and workd w@&an in these words. Charncharen continues

that all languageas including B @ cerain kind of words called tabod words-

wierdls that ara forbichse spheak Decause they are considerad (o-De sacred, vulgar,

ese words, which usually refer © superstition, disease, death,

, are normally substituted by euphemism, This study focuses on

' wards that are assoeciated with laboo words in Thaiz /hiad “water moniter
regarded as a creaturs of Il amen” Aa:jf "dead”, /marn/ "cancer”, /jetf "make iove”,
/khuay “penis”, iy “vaging’, (nomd “breast”, fmojf “hair of xex organ”, kb “o defecate”,
fiaw! “to urinate” and /tob’ “to break wind™, The study shows that there are four ways of
forming a euphemic word In Thai; distortion of 8 taboo word by abbreviation or phonetic
corruption such as /siay or /masen’ for maren’ "cancer”; using a foreign Wword, as /dey
(from English “cead”) far /la;)! “dead”; understatemsant, as fsiachiwil! “lose-life” for tajf
"dead”; and use ol melaphor, as Muaneniuathc:nd “"bodysilver- body-goid”. tor fial
"water moniter regarded gs a crealure of Il omen”, The analysis of the meaning of the
guphemic words shows that the denolalive meanings usually refer 10 abstract and
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congrale objacts |like animals, nature, happiness and love. And tha connolative
meanings are polilenass. love, happiness, elc. These meanings reflect Thal significant
values, such as prosperity, happiness, love, power and also revesl twa aspects of Thai
word view: tha world of discrepancy betwesn men and women and the world of ment
and demernt”

Another interesting research s of Dhirajit Leatrakul [1EIT||:’I1 gboul
“Linguistic taboo in Thal", Lestrakul staled hat I|ngu|5liC5%l‘ﬁhtbilﬂd or
avnided verbal behavior In reference to the vatues ol dnalisiczommunity, I can be
charactenzed as avoidance in the narms@% se gf the reluciance of
gpeakers 1o say certain exprassions in o ts. Other axpressions, both

: @ which are avoided. Violating

i

words and new compound words,

i5 likely o cause an iritati @

-&5; o causa one to e regarded
linguistic taboa idden or avoidéd wards n eligion, sax,
exrralion and & laboo wonds in r&f&re aﬂer;ts are totaly or
canlaxlug @
clr terms - 1o study basic a sic color terms in Thal and other
es by using sooial n&l:- gendear, age, education, and occupaton, The

c:nlnr terms study is the s* arcaptlur*- of the paopie in the socisty not in the
aspact of scieniifica r-; mixed with fhe linguistics and Sociclinguistics in the

categories A \basic parception of the folk as In “Color terms and color

percaetio ue, Lua Mong and Karen speakers in Chiangrai and Phayao” stated in
the rsearch by Satanan Chua-Maharwan (1998}, The writer says that the purposes of
this weark gra to analyze the basic and non-basic color terms in Tal Lue, Lua, Mong and
Karen and to analyze their color perception and atttude. The data was colleciad from 40
famale Informanis whose age was between 30-45 years old, The elicitation of color terms
was done by using 208 color cards. The research resull indicales thal these 4
languages have different numbers of basic calor terms. The numbers of basic color
tarms in Tal Lue, Mong and Karen are 12, 5, 6 and 5 raspectivety. Based on the theory of
the Universality and Evolution af basic color lerm (Berlin & Kay, 19689}, it can ba
concludad that the bosic color temms in thase languages are at different stages i the

evalution af basic color term.
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Maoraovar thare ara migrested research studies like “Color termsa and the concept
af oolor of tha Thas in the Sukhothai peried and &1 tha pragsant lima” by Supamas
Engohuan {2000) In which the objectives and results of the study are 1o analyze the
tasio cokor tarms, the boundanes and oo of basic color categories, the change in color
catagonzation and concept, as will az tha non-basks color terms in the Sukhothal perod
and al the prasant time. The study shows thal (here ara live DESIE@HFH‘!H in

aukhothai Thal and wela Gasic color Ierms in the presant day ng o thie

theary of evolution of basic color terms in the Sukhothal pédad whide food tems and
frults are lound at the presant time. The boundarig

anakzad o confirm that those inferred fio m@ . ssmns and thosa inferred

frgm Ihe informanis ideniifying i:cllur -:;h !"!- X diffarent Two exparimernit e
carried out: 1) the nnfc:rrnﬂnts -- 1|:| identify the colors (] s
reprasenting the sourse |E~raphqnual exprassans; 2 T i e}
idaerdify 360 co @e stendard color charl, The C are used for
determining I']Hlll'-‘El I was found that thogs d Irm both experimeants
shiow m:-re cauch a facl leads (g 19\ SEsrgs o that (e boundaries of the

from metaphorical axpress Sdkhothai Thai-can be taken a5 thosa

ﬁl‘;ﬁ‘

et from Sukhothal peaple

ﬁ@ ing calor chips. The analysis of the fac of the
= fio]

basic color tarms shnm £ changa in calor terms from the Sukhothal penod

&g far the coining of the non-basks coler terms, four strategles are found in Both periods,
1} compounding two basic calor terms; 2) using specific objacts as color terms;
3] modifying basic color terms: and 4} madifying non-basic color terms. Twa more
sirateqies are also found at the present tme: 1) maditing basic color terms with specific
ohject terms with or without a cannector; and 2} moedifying specific objsct ferms with a
word signifying degree of ightness and saturapon.”

(2] The shudy poinf of names - fo sludy on peopfe, places and plants names
that based on people’s faith and reflects language usage of the paople In the society.
The faith has been traced from gensration to generation thersfore people think and feel

in the sama way a5 snauan in balow raseanch.
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{a) To name first and last name related to taking birth like birth data, birth yesar
as In Linguistic characteristics indicating change In the belief in auspiciousness and
nauspiciousness in Thal names bty Samchal Sumniengngam (2002} as he slatas that
the study is to analyze the linguistics forms and meanings of the first name of Thai
peaple that belong to five different age groups in four regions of Thailand in arder 1o infar
Thai belief in suspiciousness and insuspiciousness and i1s change aver tIWt&r says
Thal nameas reflect belief in auspiciousness and the most po 2 gQraups are

(
d on Thai faiths and
éﬁn%-:hang (1996) She has

studiss by counting the number of syliablesths sate orging of language meaning of
Thai firsl names in Thailand & '\, gince Sukhathai ara to the % 2
Al

related to vitue, progress, wealth, knowledge, honor, and p

Anothar research is a resaarch study ghaut 0

attitudes “Language in Thai names” Dy 5

(b} T Va

!E - =] <‘~ I
the local ple_&s in some villages, names ﬁé é changed for the reason of
w 5. Some places names are related iotheir ways of lives. As in “Names in
Philsa . %

iok's Background” of’

categorized as follawing categories: to name aftar plant names, geography, histany,

{ales, legend, first evenl, haro, animal, career. suspiciousness. This research cannol
collect all name backgrounds as there 15 some missing, or g lack of Infarmation;
therefore, thare should be further studies of the historical, literary bensfits.

Anathar interesting research i of Supatra Jirananthanapom (2005) "An analysis
of Village Names in Uttaradit™. The researchar stated that this is 3 parl of & research
repart “Taponyms (Vilage Namaz) in Uttarsdit; the Lower Northern Part of Thailand” and
she stated that:

* Here, 516 village names are analyzed 1o seek for their linguistic structures
such as the syntax and semantics of word formation. The sludy revagals that the word



MsFERnTELLETARRaTLTaRg T e Gl o

== .
LNEFE! - OMie  eSes

struciure of the wilage names 15 in & different pattemns; from one-word names to five-
wiord names. Regarding helr inilkial words, the names can be clazsilied into several
samanlic groups such as water site, landscape, bullding structura, direction or positon,
plant, ammal, artificial abject, body organ, profession, goodness, descnplive, character,

aclion, gquantity and othars, Moreover, aach semanlic field can be ﬁlrthe widet inlo a

rumber of subfields,” § §§

0. Conclusion

From the analysis of Soclalinguistic ’EM N was found that thare

gra: folklore painiz as faiths and percapli having peen most studed and

used in the Sociolinguisto rasearclvfm al stidy about faith - % al
gveryons think anasell, pe-upl nd them and thair sociely Hike T o
iemms, and Maming. The @Eﬁ most used are verbal dal:r\ﬁi data, The
research indi and direclion of 1h<5 rel | Ikiore study and
Soniofinguisdas future the form of the esaps @E interdisciplinary rasearch

@EREHGEE

Ben-Amas. O, |:1ETE} T initicn of Faolklore in Contest. In Amanca Faredes and
J Toward New Perspectives in Folldore, Austing University of

1_ 3 i the Amancan Folkiore Sociaby,
E'i. 7. 1199498 Mames in Phisandiok’s Background. PHsanulok! Fibulsongkram

ajabhal Lindersity

Charncharoen, K. {1998). Euphermism in Thai, Master's Thesis, Faculty of Ar,
Chalalongharn Liniversity.

Chus-Maharaan, 5. (1988), Color Tevms and Color Perception of Ta Lue. Lua Mong and
Karen Speakers in Chigngral and Phayeo. Masiers thesis, Chalagiongkorn
Liniversity

Engchuan, 8. (2000) Coior Terms and the concepts of ocolor of the Thais in the Sukholhal
Period and af the Preserd ime. Dactoral dissartation, Chulalangkorn University.

Harold, B.J. (1978) The Sy of Amencan Folklore: An Introducifon (2nd ed ), New York:
Moron



oEgERTERETamEAErE T e 0 oe

£ 2]

55y ]
e - sy e b a9

Hyrmas, 0. (1971). The contnbution of falklore to socioloinguistic mssarch, Jownal of
Amevican Folklare, 84 (331),42-55.

Jirgnathanapom, 8. (2005), An analysis of vilage names in Utlaradit, foumal of Humanives,
Narasuan University, 2{2), 1-12

Leetrgkul, D, (1978). Lingwstic laboo in Thai, Masters thesis (Linguist

@rzulw of
Gradute Studies, Mahidal University, $

Ma Bangchang, 5. (18996). fanguage in Tha! Mames. Banogkok: -l vorn Uiniversity,

Ma Thatang, 8. 12000). Fafklare: From Futin'n:lre io F u!af-mgktm University
Prass.
Ma Thalang, 5., & Paltracha:, 5. (1808} "+ Jore-the. Combiration of in

Ghulalnngknm Linivearsity Pm%
j er in

Sumniengngam, 5. (2002). ("J\ Bl
AL ICIO i oial dissartalion,

|'u.n'|£|i"q=‘.|l':||I

Mong and Karen speakers in Chiangral and Phayao. Master's thesis,
Chulalonghkarn Unkversity.

Siraporn Ma Thalang. {2000). Fokiore: From Folkiore io Folks, Bangkok: Chulalonglkorr
Unlversity Progs.

Ma Thalang,5..& Pattrachai, 5. (1998). Thars and Folkiore — the Combinahon of Folklore
in Soatal Cireumstance Articlas, Bangkok Chulaiongkarn University Press.

Somchal Sumniengngam, (2002). Linguistic charmclerstics indicafing change in the

bafief In auspiclousness and awspiciousness i Thai nemes. Thasis (Fh.D.),
Chulalonghkom Unlversity,



Temsdnmsuleernarsiseteurmans 17 ee il o

E!_Hﬂ' LA - eV - Ol edds

Supamas Engchuan. [2000). Color ferms and the concepls of colar of the Thais in the
Sukhaotha! penod and al the present time. Doctoral dissenation, Chulalongkom
Linivarsity,

Supstra Jirgnathanapom. {2005). An analysis of Village Names in UWtaradit, Journa! of
Humamiias, Narasuan Unfvarsiy, T (January | Junaj,

Suphapan Ma Bangchang, (19896}, Language v Tha names

Liniversity.

Willigm A, Wilsan, (1988). The Deeper Hecessliy D@n

of Amertcan Folklore, (101), 400. @

Wabcitas

hiltp e afznat.org @ @

Rt R Wty arts.ch @%

plif ek SO0 @@
Lcom/PSArcie/Oths @

hrt;:-
ugregon, edu/explar n@

A

bkl Chulalongkom

A he Hurmanities. Jownal




	scan0001.pdf

