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Abstract

Nowadays, popular contemporary Thai
songs among teenage audience visibly feature
language contact. In other words, foreign and
Thai words have been combined in song lyrics.

According to a study of top 10 most
popular contemporary Thai songs from 2 radio
stations, conducted from January 2006 to June
2007, 47 songs were found featuring language
contact. English was the most commonly used by
song writer, followed by the Korean and
Japannese respectively. Such interchange, as
appeared in the popular. Thai song, could be
categorized under 4 linguistic aspects namely
borrowing, mixing, switching and interception.
Probably, the phenomenon might have been
attributable to 4 factors. These were the
globalization, the marketing, the influence of
foreign popular culture as weil as the advanced
knowiedge and education from abroad. The
appearing language contact has refiected a
current movement of Thai language among the
teenagers. Hence, it has been critical for Thai
language teachers to guide the teenagers to
think through an analytical process of language
movement in order that they can keep abreast of
and use the language that is accurate and fit in
every circumstance.
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