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2 Centuries of Thai Press in Social and Political Context
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Abstract

Newspapers are mass media with
long histories since the reign of King Narai the
Great. The development of the newspapers
has been growing in its production of printed
materials, contents and styles. This continued
until the period of democracy in which Thai
people fought against the power of military
dictator for their rights of getting information.

The development of newspapers in
each period has had relationships with

political institutes, having the roles of

inspectors and those who popularized
political knowledge to the people. When there
are political crisis, newspapers always take
parts in those changes. This makes
newspapers important and have powers that
influence the thoughts, attitudes and public
opinions of the people in societies, All the
contents presented are information showing
opinions and criticisms related to politics,
government, economy and ways of culture of
those societies.

All present, even though there are
on-line news in the internet and someone said
newspapers will be less important, the
methods and professional philosophy of the
newspapers do not change. In fact, production
technology has already been changed.
Newspapers are still well known and they affect
the present societies. People still need {0 use
news papers because of their special
characteristics. Also, the needs of high education
and economic and society development have

made newspaper industries grow and progress.
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