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Kalidasa : The Great Poet of India
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Abstract

The name “Kilidasa is well known
as the great Sanskrit poet among Sanskrit
scholars and learners. Indian and foreign
Sanskrit scholars have been fascinaied to
read his works. Kalidasa composed a large
number of literature in \the form of poetry.
From _the ancient time to the present, each
of his poetical compositions has been highly
glorified by Sanskrit scholars. One of his
poetical compositions is the book of play
called
“ Abhijfianasakuntalam” which is well known
in Thailand as the name “‘Sakuntala”. More-
over, his small work named “Meghaduta” is
also translated to Thai by many Thai
Sanskrit scholars.

Kalidasa's biography is not yet clear.
Then his biography known at present is as-
sumed from his works and other enclosing
evidence. Many scholars have still searched
for new evidence of his life. A legend of his
life popularly told in India is that he was

not a learner in the beginning.

Kalidasa is acclaimed as a Sanskrit
poetical genius. His intelligence brought the
Sanskrit poetry to the highest position of
magnificence. He is also praised as “the
lord of comparison in Sanskrit poetry”. A
phrase “Upamz‘i Kﬁlidésasya” (comparison
of Kalidasa) is always spoken among San-

skrit learners.

Kalidasa wrote on nature, the beauty
of women, the separation of the iovers, true
love, etc. The readers who read his beautiful
poems and realize the meanings described
in his poems will find that the narrated scenes
are shown clearly in their mind and they
will feel the beauty of Sanskrit poems and

his imagination.
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Wouldst thou the life’s young year’s
blossoms and fruits of its decline,

And by which the soul is charmed,
enraptured, feasted, fed?

Wouldst thou the earth and heaven
itself in one sole name combine?
I name thee, O §kunta1a, and all at

once is said.
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No composition of Kalidasa displays
more the richness of his poetical genius, the
exuberance of his imagination, the warmth
and play of his fancy , his profound knowl-
edge of the human heart, his delicate appre-
ciation of its most refined and tender emo-
tions, his familiarity with the workings and
counter-workings of its conflicting feelings,
& in short, mere Sakuntala entitles him to

rank as the “Shakespeare of India.

7] o aF Qt
duTuad (Humboldr) Hinilswarume
waauna Idnanendaamaman’ mana

< Qs — o o = A 1
Wurfnnssand@emnaertudnivad




DSANSIINS LLLERANSIAADALANAS TN om 0L o eboe

WL - 80O mEEE , o&m-em\@

= L= g Bld'd
535U IENTAIRBTA aianaaueIf Al
aNuin... anuesuleulumsuaasoon
= o 5 =3 o
heanuanuidnuazanuisislums
asshadTuaums 1daalimndidwmla
r }
ngalunguamiiavaneveannnd”

ﬁ1ﬁﬂﬁ1i]1ig Aeeru (Prof. Lassen)
Fonmamadn  “ananfidesadieiga

TuieafhuvanItinuioume”

mamea ldumsseniuinilu i
wiamsgulinlundiwudduanga aunszia
Smndniiguneiudy © S EfeETe
(upamd kalidasya)  @iu1vespama”
nmsgluwesmamadudfooado
Usgnarauenssd lurssuadduangn

o or 1

wheduwsrIINNEdudngYIEUAm

MINHNE I

U

e F . s
Mg T AY AaaAreieaedy |
FEUE QU HeHd T agaHE

S S| AL Bite aueRreEi a1

(smgT.3.90)

anaghratam - pugpam kisalayamalinam kararuhai-

ranaviddham ratnam madhu navamanasvaditarasam.

akhandam punyanam phalamiva ca  tadrupamanagham

na jane bhokt&ram kamiha samupasthasyati vidhih. (Sakun.2.10)
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stutisukhabhramarasvanagitayah kusumakomaladantaruco babhubh.

upavanantalatah pavanahataih kisalayaih salayairiva panibhih.
{Raghu.5.33)
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sarasijamanuviddham Saivalenapi ramyam
malinamapi himamsorlaksma laksmim tanoti.
iyamadhikamanojna valkalenapi tanvi

kimiva hi madhuranam mandanam nakrtinam, (Sakun. 1, 18)
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Sirfsapuspadhikasaukumayau bahd tadiyaviti me vitarkah.
parajitenapi krtau harasya yau kanthapasau makaradhvajena. (Ku.1,41}
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hastanyastam mukhamasakalavyakti lambalakatva-

dindordainyam tvadanusaranaklistakanterbibharti.  (Uttaramegha.24)
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usnocchvasam samadhikatarocchvasina  duravart

sankalpaistairvisati vidhina vairina ruddhamargah. . (Uttaramegha.42)
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w3 3 & A& o o o [maw 4 o A
NMNNBURUTIT NG WoIUN) TuduoriadiFaem Femstudoaues
@89U19) TuaeaIresuneiauasEHUn Fanusanuvedlunth

@819 TR und Fawy @oau) Turumavesungs Fams




ISANSIBINS LULEMAaSIADAUMaas U em ol o eba) {
WAL - AXTIAY \sdes , ofo-omha

4 . e 2 A A
waou 111019 lFIaT N ve4Ad (1eau) luszasnaduieeu oy
@ ¥ 1 T ki
vouinanale 19! 9150, AN AT UAINTINIHLAYDUTE

Tt ludwitadalalunlame”

EGES I IR R R IR RIS FEte

qT PR FeEgarter o |

eMg: PN e =i  arm-

fase aegrgatze<En: Jasiaata | (Saeae.¢R)

bhitva sadyah kisalayaputan devadarudrumanam

ye tatksirasrutisurabhayo daksinena pravrttah.

alingyanti gunavati! maya ' te —tusaradrivatah

purvasprstam yadi  kila \ bhavedangamebhistaveti.  (Uttaramegha.47)
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kusumanyapi -~ gatrasangamatprabhavantyayurapohitum  yadi.

na bhavisyati hanta sadhanam kimivanyatpraharisyato vidheh.

(Raghu.8.44)
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stagiyam yadi jivitapaha hrdaye kim nihita na hanti mam.
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