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Abstract

The main argument is that even
though the 1997 Constitution and other
principal bills have promulgated an aspira-
tion to laid core values of local self-govern-
ment into Thai local government system.
However, the practices having been found
in a day-to-day operation and working rela-
tionship revealed an actual status of relation
that the central government, directly and
indirectly, has an extensively control over
local authorities through many kinds of
method. The study has shown the diver-
gence between a formal framework and
working relationship. The former one has
strongly presumed an important of ‘self-
government’ as a basic philosophy for local
government system by introducing  the
concept of ‘La Tutelle Administrative’ or
administrative supervision, It has pretentiously
sct\ a \proper balance between the central
government control and principle of local
autonomy. But in day-to-day operations,
local authorities are highly manipulated and
widely controlled by central government. They
are (reated as swbordinaie organizations
under hierarchical structure of central
bureancracy. By various methods, local au-
thorities have been bureaucratized in their

ways of practices and internal management.
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Also, under these relationships, it has
increased the superior role of central
government in which local authorities have

unavoidably and largely to depend on.
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