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HE STUDY OF INDOCHINA

AND BURAPHA UNIVERSITY
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Cﬁr’a recent visit to Burapha Ul‘llvemlt}t n:B’ecemher-_ o’ of Indochina can be incorporated into teaching and

1997 - January 1998) | was located i tﬁ& lndﬂqhm.a"'

Studies Centre in the Faculty chmnan'H:ss are Social
Seciences. This asmatlopﬁvjm the thtr&gave me an
opportunity to Dbs.enré ﬂ;ua dwalnpmenl of the study of
IW aLBum{Jha ‘Uniumslty and to speak with the
s\ll.:_ba ha.vaheen invelved in its establishment,
mly‘{hé C-arnars Chairman, Associate Professar
Saroot Skurirat. There are many positive signs, such as
instruction in Khmer language already underlay and the
possibility of language teaching on an exchange basis
batween Vietnam and Thailand, that augur well for the
development of the Center
In this brief paper | want to highlight what | think are
the advantages to Burapha of developing an Indochina
Studies Center. | also want to discuss the history of
Thailand and Indochina, particularly Vietnam, from a
comparative perspective. Although most of my published
work concerns the history of Thailand, | teach the history
of Vietnam and Cambodia, and | have supervised
doctoral research on both countries. The main purpose
of the discussion in this paper is to suggest how the study

research at Burapha.

The study of Thailand's neighbors is not
well-developed in the university sector. Only recently has
there been much attention in Thai universities to the study
ot other Southeast Asian languages, such as
Vietnamese and Cambodian. Now that the Association
of SoutheasfAsian Nations (ASEAN) has invited Vietnam
to be one of its members, we can sea that a regional
grouping of Southeast Asian countries, which includes all
the countries of the region, is beginning to take shape,
Cambodia, of course, is not yet a member of ASEAN.

It is , therefore, important that Thai universities
begin to take the study of Indochinese countries seriously,
including the study of languages. This is not diffieult with
respect to Laos, because Lao is in the Tai family of
languages, but the task is rather difficult with respect to
Cambodian and Vietnamese.

GECGRAPHICAL

It seems to me very appropriate that Burapha
University has decided to establish the Indochina
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Studies Center. The geographical location of Burapha
makes this point nicely. A glance at the map will show
that Cholburi Province, where Burapha is situated, lies
along the southeast coast that stretches to the border
with Cambodia and continues to the delta of the Mekoeng
River as it empties into the South China Sea at the
southarn tip of Vietnam. Trading vessels have made their
way along this coast for many centuries, and many
Chinese merchants and traders settled along the coast,
which accounts for the large Chinese population.

The main point | would make about the history of
the southeast coast bordering the Gulf of Thailand is that
while Cholburi was firmly in the orbit of the royal center at
Ayutthaya and, later, Thonburi and Bangkok, it was also

gamboge, cardamom, ivory, hides, homs, dried deer's
skin, and salted fish for the Chinese market. John
Crawfurd, an English envoy to the Siamese and
Cochin-Chinese courts, estimated that there weare forty
1o fifty Siamese junks involved in this trade.

Apart from the economic importance of the coast
from Cholburi east to Cambodia and Vietnam, there was
a strategic importance. In her very readabie and useful
pamphlet on Chalbun's history, Ad}am?harddu Mahakhan
points out that the coast east;of 'Fﬁonl:tu M- Eangkr:nk WaS &
vital staging area in ]:hak;;a:\{; ‘struggle"fc:r the throne |
and this struggle-1 '[fvbh:-'ti{d\'ﬁhe I'Ttlﬁr‘state at Ha Tien at the

end of the gmmeérgh cen'm%y Al first it appeared that
{]hanr’@ﬁﬁ_m u{huldtﬁr able to form an alliance with Mac

invalved in the wider history of commerce in this part of | /—Tl'uen -ty mut ’:hg latter was intent on placing his own
mainland Southeast Asia. For example, in th&’ta'fé '1 ﬁaﬁgldat& nn-ﬁ"r)e Cambodian throne and the alliance
seventeenth century an enterprising commercial nﬁrmah\ax ‘vphﬁﬁ"pﬁﬁd Thien-tu sent a naval expedition ﬂ:» attack
at the Phnom Penh court, Mac Cuu, whc:-/baﬁ_.qnen'hom‘ -+ Chanthaburi and Trad, a majclr baﬁg r{r D!:IDL,II‘IS

in Guangdong province in China, es\l\abusﬁad h‘imgeﬁ al
the port of Ha Tien, near the tuwaa n‘r Kampr:nl in the
southern lip of the Ca mhodlfp h?w@tnal‘n:e;::e Border. There
he attracted Gi?l{ﬂb{.‘rhlnﬁh.‘&\ﬁ Qm\{jantun as well as some
Vietnamese - }md lﬁ‘qmeﬁs 'who were fleeing dynastic
Truubleﬁ yrr-:tj*ig-w ompouninas Mac Cuu " built a litlle

seaborne commerce, but he was &’ated by I kﬁm
The Thai monarchy atath'e;end‘m th.e quinﬂaenth
century was forced agdin| m r_e)cf:-a.mrs the strategic
significance of the’l'ﬁm{a\nrkﬁﬁu&ddm Mietnarmn coastline.
In the:, rengnﬁoFngMangku‘t {1851-1868) and especially
in thﬂ"l‘aujr[ qf\(mg Chulalongkern(1868-1910) Koh

; LT
state that emhraced a string of ports along the eastqrf i, x*’.ﬁlchang uﬁxih'e Cholburi cost was developed for the
PR ,%dr!e ‘ohthe (ult of Siam * .' This state, ruled hyl.:{adcuu qula.}:a}mn and convalescence of members of the royal
= ‘\.x'xx fgl‘rdwgd by his Sino-Vietnamese son, Mac threr'i tu,) | temily. Koh Sichang had been a port of call for trading

(O, N
# '“x} flnunshed for nearly a hundred years up-ﬁl it was brotxght- “ vessel, and King Chulalongkorn constructed several

(o) to an end by the Tayson reba[s m 'lﬁ?*-f /". "x>

By the early nmeteeuihgnntqry 1I-'re' stﬂng of ports
* along the Gulf |ndu_d9¢fﬂaj1g P‘la@, Bang Pakong, Bang
Lamung, Hquqngf Gha.ninahurl Thung Yai (Trad),

K,ampqp-g“ﬁom aﬁdl{ampq'r in Cambodia, Ha Tien, and

" "-. ALY

Rang Gia, Ca Mau(Long-Xuyen) and Saigon in Vietnam.
Siamese, Cambodian, Cochin Chinese, Chinese, and
Wastern merchants traded in these ports.* Siamese junks
on the way to China called in at the pors to trade in

buildings and facilities (reservoirs and gardens) to
accommodate his growing family. Two of King
Chulalongkorn's sons, Prince Atsadang and the fulure
King Vajiravudh, recovered from illnesses on Koh Sichang,
and Prince Juthathut was born on the island in 1892.° In
the wake of the French crisis of 1893 and the blockade of
the Bangkok port, however, Koh Sichang ceased to be a
safe havenor the king and close members of his family.
His visils to the island were suspended for about six
years.® Subseguently, in the reign of King Vajiravudh, a
naval base was built at Satthahip to strengthen the  de-
fense of the kingdom.”

Clearly, the colonization of Cambodia and Vietnam
by the French constituted a threat to the Bangkok court,
Thus the Cholburi coast became a pressure point in
Thailand's struggle with the European powers to remain
uncolonized. To summarize, it is clear that Burapha
University is located in a part of Thailand that for a long
time has had economic and strategic significance
precisely because it shares the coastline along the Gulf
of Thailand with Cambodia and Vietnam.
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

There are numercus approaches available for the
cooperative study of Thailand and Indochina based on
the environment, for example, or ethnicity, culture,
political systems, or the economy. Because of Burapha
University’'s existing strengths in ecology and the
environment it might be a good idea to design a
curriculum and research projects in these fields. But my
own disciplinary training is in history, and as my contact
with Burapha University has been through the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, | have decided to focus
my discussion on a comparative historical framework, |
will concentrate on Vietnam, because the links between
Burapha and Vietnamese educational institutions are most
likely to develop more quickly in this direction.

When | am lecturing on Vietnam | tend to
emphasize the big differences in the historical develop-
ment of Thailand and Vietnam. The Yietnamese state 55

older, and it was subjected in the first thousand }rgal’é’of W
its existence to sustained cultural and pD|I|IEFI‘,IhﬂU1!I‘IEE D

from China. It became an autonomous Siate h\me;eﬁth
century, at a time when Meon a{wﬁGLWE{ {:Mrra‘anun
prevailed in the mid ahﬁ"/lﬁ"&\ﬁr C‘.h}phra}ra River
basin®. At that |IME,?E{DIE th&ﬁ’lﬁlnamese population
had spread mm'rp n-ccur}@gﬁrhal is now the Indochinese
ani‘mula.@lb hia'&rt\fqnd of Vietnam was in the north, in
i ? ﬂtjha ﬁ'h&ra had been relatively little con-
dic civilization, as contrasted -.-.ﬂth thez

Ny

central malland N.f’ -.\‘.\'\. "-\‘ el '_-.,‘

The character of the 51.&!& m e'agn muhlr;r Was
different. In Vietnam the gtate was r:‘qﬂca"#ed similarly to
the ﬂhlﬂﬂﬁﬂ statgxf‘uflatnams's.a wilers pTaceu:l great im-
Qn,ragulann}naﬂm succession. Also, a proper
5 mposed to have definite boundaries. By
conirast, e ﬁuﬁcassmn in the early Tai states was fluid,
often cnntast&d and |leadership was based on the
personal prowess and reputation of the ruler. States did
not have fixed boundaries. Instead, the power of the
ruler diminished markedly ocutside the royal base. The
territorial extent of the state was nolt clearly delimited. Cnly
in the late nineteenth century did the Thai state develop a
clear sense of its territorial self.

The other great difference between the Thai and
Vietnamese states was in religion. The early Tai states
soon became Buddhist as they moved southward through
the river valleys of the Chaophraya basin, but as the
Buddhist religion offered little in the way of ceremony for
statecraft, the early Tai rulers (including Lao rulers)
adopted Brahmanic ceremonies.
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In Vietnam Buddhism was impaortant in very early
centuries, when it captured the imagination of ordinary
people much as it did in Thailand, Cambodia and Laos.
Buddhism was easily assimilated to local animism—the
worship of trees and aquatic spirits.  Later, during the
Tang dynasty from the seventh to the tenth centuries
when Buddhism was strong in China, Mahayana
Buddhism was popular in Vietnam, and it was popular
again during the reigns of the first independent Ly rulers
in the tenth and early eleventh centuries: _E}qt from the
early fifteenth century. when the h:,'[Tng rulek, ‘&ccupled
Vietram, Buddhism declined. Hﬂts'ﬁt&pﬁ there emerged
a Neo-Confucian urthndqx;[" ‘{‘Ill'. 2

From that time\ &rrﬁ-.r};f'q Confucianism became
significant. nr‘r_iaﬂx thunkung and education of the

,gg&nan‘fe{sa‘mllng{bjﬁ, _E}.OﬂfUCIﬂnIEI'I"I was a philosophy
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of social organization and social behavior. Because there
was a close relationship between morality, politics, and
scignce, Confucianism provided guidance for both rulers
and ruled. To leam how to read was the first step in

learning how to govern.

' | stress that this picture of Vietnamese religion
applies to the north only. In the south, not yet occupied
by Vietnamese people at that time, the religious picture
was maore similar to the rest of Indic Southeast Asia. Along
the coast of southern Vietnam the Cham people lived until
thair demise in the fifteenth century. Soma of their temples
to Mahayanist and Brahmanic gods survive today. The
southward push of the Vietnamese people is one of the
big themes in Vietnamese history, to which | will return
later.

Another point to make in this general contrast of
the histories of the two countries is the role China played.
As we can see in the Chinese governing of Vietnam as a
province for a thousand years and in the invasion of the
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fitteanth century, China from time to time intervened
directly in the affairs of the Vietnamese court. We

‘~ tur:.r 15 & major theme in Vietnamese h% mmh

the peasantry to colonize new lands. In Thai history the
maost well-known example of this reliance is the
agricultural expansion that took place in the Rangsit
district north of Bangkok., Generally speaking, the
massive agricultural expansion that took place in reign of
King Chulalongkorn has not abated since his reign. The
consolidation of central control has continued to rely on
moving minority peoples to frontier areas, which is one
of the causes of clefc:res’raﬂc:n/jn Thailand and the
aver-present threat to fnrns; r(fs’érl.r *-\ Mevertheless,
when compared to the |t %\h‘-ln Vietram, agricultural

expansion in Thgl'f( smplnuulved large-scale
migrations g Hon r'ng#ernenh i
feaq hé.y\a poi out above, the heartland of the

&wqq for many centuries in the north, in
' L:he ﬁ&d Ewﬁf' ey, The southward expansion of the

%l)a-lliﬂvar several centuries until the late Elghteenlth cen-

ward expansion even has a Spﬁl‘ﬁ;P f@ or
drive to the south. The Vietn h{ls rhjj L} hanh
Khoi has called the " driv '_Aﬁl\:-#E.BL|I‘t1‘~ the cantrsi Ihrea.d
of the history of t /he-'oqq;t paophke. =~

As lateas L@Qﬂ:huy nineteenth century the
Viet ’s\a\-lkmga wefe conquering and pacifying the

canpol @rgé’s that lil.'.":f'flr'la. and the tribute system tha.t\ {M’EHG‘@Q‘D@ here Saigon is located. They did this by

i P rrran:r‘ag refatione with Southeast Asian states, xdiglgqng sanals and founding military settlements (don
k‘ﬁ‘ ra‘rﬂn the history of Thailand. The data of the l\;;l | dign). When the settlers numbered fifty they could apply
_\)Théhﬂ anguage inscription of 1292 A.D. is }Jsmha dat& nl _,-/ for a plot of land that was subject to tax for only seven

-~
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a mission sent from the Sukhgthai rulef e hinese
ruler. At no time, however, du;l\t}hl\ ehiﬁﬁa military
expedition as far as, E‘u#@mn \THis distinctive
relatmnsmp that A ,ﬂtham hag;w\nh China created a
parhcular h'a}fﬁrl;evlj; kﬁgmtha Vietnamese alite
Jr:ttio ielt\bﬂth resistance to " and " dependency an "

c* {'G &Sé &wﬂ;&ﬂ}m " The complexities of this thinking

ﬂgi *tﬁe way meam views in large neighbor to the

Fmally. when we come to modem period there are
vary big contrasts in the history of colonialism and
nationalism. Vietnam became a colony of France, and
the Vietnamese court lost its autonomy in the 1880s. The
loss of Vietnamese sovereignty ignited a resistance
movement which evolved into the nationalist and
independence movament that culminated in August
Revolution of 1945, Vietnamese history has been much
more radical and violent than Thailand s modern history. |
want now to give two examples of these processes in a
comparative framework for the modern period.

The Peasantry In Vietnamese history and from time
to time in Thai history the state expanded by relying on

years. Inexchange, the settlers were obliged to perform
military service.”" This process of colonizing the Mekong
Delta in the early nineteanth century was simply the end
of a long process of state expansion which had begun
almaost from the moment of Vietnamese autonomaous rule
in the tenth century A.D. The process had extinguished
the Cham state in the fifteenth century and ultimataly
displaced the Khmer people who had settled in the Delta.
The process of southward expansion by means of
agricultural-military settliements resulted in an elongated
state that reached into cultural zones that had not been
previously populated by Vietnamese. The differences
between the culture and social organization of southern
and northemn peoples were made deeper by French
colonial rule. The French ruled Vietnam in three pans:
Cochin-China (the south); Annam (the eenter); and the
Tonking (the north). These administrative units further
divided the peoples of Vietnam. The war of independence
fought by the Vietnamese against the French and later
the Americans was also a struggle to unify the different
parts of Vietnam that had first been created by the
expansion of the state and then divided by French rule,
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The role of the peasantry in the expansion of the
Vielnamese state may thus be usefully compared lo the
role of the peasantry in the Thai state. My.cunclusion i
that thera are clear differences both in the way the
peasantry was used to settle frontier lands and also in
the consequences for modem history.

Ihe Creation of New Values
comparison and confrast, which shows similarities
between the two countries, is in the nationalist period
during the 1920s and 1930s. At first sight, it would seem
the nationalist period in Vietnam and Thailand were very
different, particularly because Vietnam was directly colo-
nized and Thailand was not, and because the communist
party became the leader of the nationalist moverment in

Another clear

: Py .
Vietnam. But there is one partgguJar Bsn&t bf*mh history
 that is very similar, name}y) thﬁ7 bdrtaqfa of self-reli-
g self-help, ag,g qﬁhﬁdn{l ratug::r"éi pet:’ple in the past
; |s‘lgr:5,r ’\I‘-L,--“
ﬁdmls point we can bagin by looking
e leading Thai nationalist writer, Luang
Wamauan { 1898-1962 ). On of Luang Wichit's
ihr themes in the 1920s was the biocgraphies of
:'M figures who demonstrated the positive
relationship between individuals and national progress.
m Wichit's book, Mahaburut (1928), described the
lives of important statesmen and military leaders. The
‘examples of such figures came from other societies.
ﬁﬂlﬁ Wichit discussed Mapoleon, Bismarck, Disraeli,
Gladstone, Okubo Toshimichi of Japan, and Mussolini in
terms of the essential qualities that made them " great "
and how these qualities could be developed.'
An identical process was underway in Vietnam
toidentify the essential gualities of people who had " made
history " and encourage the development of those

'I'nun
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gualities in the mationalist struggle. In Vietnam the
historical figures of interest included the explorer
Columbus and the American President Abraham Lincoln,
Of particular value in the debate in Vietnam were " those
individuals who had demonstrated great courage against
seemingly insurmountable odds "
authors who wrote about these historical figures were
concerned to show how triumphed in their circumstances

The Vietnamese

because of their personal character and resourcefulness,
The Self-Strength Literary Muvemenixhat became
popular in Vietnam in the early wﬁs -h\a% another
example of a similarity between W Wichif's writings
and Vietnamese I|ler eaﬁhe\uﬁ:mbars of the
Self-Strength tharaq;‘ ?qent \pledged to promote a
phllﬂ&ﬂph}r u.ﬁ-_p]qpu{a{lsrﬁ.pﬂnd agreed 1o introduce
|-I‘;é~z*m§_€§ots into their wirthings."® Thay

il hé)v valuéﬁ in Vretnarnese youth that would
U ﬁwﬁisludging the French from Vietnam. These

\ ‘E@E alues that were promoted by ré N of

1

‘,,g course, werg aimed at strengthenin ég a'|
popular level so they wuulddpm} m&e P—ﬂf

__-:ll'».-

colonial rule.

In Sum the,xﬁc@:}]\:ﬁ@hs_that interested
Vietnamese %@aﬁﬁtﬁmrs were the very same
sg\mgl »ifld_ésﬁt terested the Thai nationalist

”‘q‘nt&]ie‘c\l\'ual‘\lu&n ichit Wathakan. | suggest that these
\s\@lmnl}eﬁt‘buld be explored further in a research project.

o
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CONCLUSION
In this briet paper | began by suggesting why it Vietnam in comparative perspective. While there are
its appropriate geographically and historically for Burapha major differences in the histories of the two countries,
University to establish and develop an Indochina Studies these differences can highlight important features in the

Center. | then illustrated some historical developments history. And there are similarities as well as differences
in Vietnam, comparing them with Thailand to suggest that eould also be explored in a program of teaching and
how history teachers might think about Thailand and research on Indochina at Burapha University,
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