Jﬁu; Extraﬂrdinary international change: .UECHI'!E’G' m

the 1980s and 1930s: the translgnna!ron o 'the””
dominant bipolar world of Gummurﬁsls and snon=Com-
munists to a mora Fragman!ad and |nterdaﬁendent world
of competing, mulhp-nlar Qentera l:if p&f.reh with the United
States pamr: _pal,:n-g more a8, an eq Jual than as SUpErpower
and the\ Scﬁ-rLet Uman fosing its vast empire. The
demccratrzahl:uu Df previously aulhontarlan political
systemns, and the fading of |demug|r:.al distinctions will have
an impact on virtually all of the world’s nations, including
those in Southeast Asia. Perhaps of most importance,
economic relations have replaced security concermns as
the mast important issue of contemporary international
relations.

In just one decade, the Communist powaers of
the soviet Union, China , and Vietnam, ceased being
security threats to Southeast Asia. The advent of
perestroika and glasnost has foreclosed the possibility
that the soviet Union would attempt a military move into
southeast Asia. Symbualic of the decline of Soviet interest
in militarily influencing Southeast Asia is the absence of
use of Cam Ranh and Da Mang bases in Vietnam.
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Soviet withdrawal is a sign that Soviet Threals to the
Waterways of the Pacific Ocean, South China Sea, and
Indian Ocean, are not imminent and that Southeast Asia
is not a target of expansionism, either from the Soviet
Lnion itself or from its chent state Vielnam.

Vietnam's withdrawal of troops from Cambodia in
1989, its policy of economic liberalization and renovation
{doi Mgi} , and its precarious economic status preclude
military intervention into another region of Southeast Asia,
Having achieved normalization of relations with the United
States and having ended the economic embargo,
Vietnam has even become a member of ASEAN.

China, as well, is fully engaged in its own aftempis
to strengthen its economy by improving trade relations
with the world’s capitalist countries including ASEAN. In
short, ASEAN state soversignty been reduced, although
most ASEAN leaders believe a .S, presence in the area
is still warranted. The reduced presence of the major
powers has allowed the Southeast Asian nations to share
defense burdens more than in the past. A ' new
nationalism ' in foreign policy, characterized by reduced
dependence on the major powers, became the theme of
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both the Communist and non-Communist governments
in southeast Asia. This werld's nations, irrespective of
ideclogy, and international interdependance in economic
matters such as trade.

Coinciding with the remarkable changes in the
international sphere have been indigenous developmeants
throughout the region that make the southeast Asian
nations fundamentally different from only a decade ago.
The clearest illustrations of these changes have occurred
in the three Indochinese nations of Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia, where socialist economics has been deemed
a failure, to be replaced by market-oriented economies
more similar to those in ASEAN. Ten years of economic

campaign with competing plattorms.  Although the
Communist party retains its Preeminent position, debates
have taken place in the national assemblies of all three
nations " conservatives ' and
" reformers " have led to changes in party doctrine and
governmental policies. Prior to 1986, such conflict and
open discussion were not allowed.

Despite these changes, there is little semblance of
democracy n any of the three Indochinese countries.
Opposition groups are not allu::-m:;:' —, Democracy is
difficult even under the beshuﬁmrcfmﬂmances but
especially difficult in na1|0ﬂ&w mr"culturc and traditions
are antithetical to dﬁﬂ:\c-c:rat}q_,prac:hcés All three nations
have been furthbr u-rsadw‘amaqed by severe war damage

Struggles between

decline has led to similar policies of renovation that, to a
greater or lesser extent in the three countries, ended and dev‘.ﬁtateﬂ ‘ecuﬁﬁfmles Cambodia especially
f] cﬁmnués to -:MI, fﬂﬂm the horritic Pol Pot regime which

collectivization, promoted decentralized [.J|Ell‘"ll"lll"lg,_ L
downgraded agricultural cooperatives, and terminated—' % ru{?:d m:m Y75 lo 1979 when one-fourth of the
hopulation was lost from executions and famine grifrom

price contrals and subsidies to inefficient |n|:|u5[r|5.5.ﬂ
"'T'riaemg the genocidal leaders. o g' ‘\,n¢\' \ 1

foreign capital has been solicited by means of Lrperﬂﬁze&

forgign-investment laws, and trade rela;mns -.i'u'Hh ASEAN The ASEAN nations cnntunued‘ﬂmhlﬂw é‘m:aluhun

and Western capitalist nations ha:.rq hﬁgriprﬂ{nuled toward plurallsm stronger |nq.hmn-n{ia an‘d murr’llbemes
In Thailand , for exampté nﬁezgdiiunment has been

These significant c:h;»nﬂes' Ijur:e F{@},fﬁ"l the late
1980s. In V|etnar1ffqr-emmp’rg jarm p%n-du:;[mn rose 50 transformed fron], a rnllri..-tf';r {,L:-mrr:ﬂi&d bureaucratic polity
toa serﬁu-‘\-iev'noc gw with A wmer‘ung of the political base

that food self- sumgnéncy I.i'uﬂs ach‘re-.red in 1989. Vietnam
became the ﬁ’frd kargesi*ﬁk’purter of rice in the world, a  and the\g'fomnﬁf I‘iewmmrast groups. The shift has been
\ "'~.rmrr1 pmsc-:mamzed clientelist politics to more

mall:lr achtgvament hﬁc&use in the preceding ::Iecadﬂ, r‘~_
."ilEirTﬂF[]' hhﬁ- been forced to import food. La‘usx rns't{tuuuﬂahzed and regularized politics with the military

C‘ N X pp,-nehered similar economic growth, after pmmulganng\ p{a'_l,.'lr'rg a subordinate rather than primary role.
3 "u'HHEE the ' new thinking ' (chin i rehrms Indonesia’s president Suharto has opted for a
Changes in non-communist ’Enu;h‘aas \.ﬂ:a'ra Have
been of a different sort, but ne- 4’555 Tq'lg:cﬁﬂani‘ than those
in the Indochinese St,atés \TI'IE.ASEAN nations have
maved from scmmléhﬂfpﬂmafw a.grlcultural economies
o \rm@n alnul‘émuprrg»mlenleﬂ economies with higher
-.x_cu:annmm grmrth ra-téﬁ than states in any other region of
H;m wmlm “Fhe phenomenal growth rates as high as 10
penc:anf per year in the late 1980s) have fundarmentally
changed the ASEAN landscape. Per capita income has
more than tripled in just one decade. (the Fhilippines is
an exception due to economic mismanagement during

L

different balance. continuing the military’s dominant role,
while allowing the formal structures of democracy,

\

the Marcos presidency.)

Although more difficult to specity, internal political
changes in Southeast Asia are as important as domestic
economic changes. Throughout the region there has been
a tenuous, sometimes faltering trend toward pluralstic
polities with stronger political institutions and less reliance
on personalism. In Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, for
example, there is more openness in conversations and
in the media regarding political issues. In Vietnam's
local-level elections candidates have been allowed to

Suharto has been reelected to the presidency on five
occasions and has established various elected advisory
bodies. The Philippines, on the other hand, has moved
from the authoritarian regime of Ferdianad Marcos to the
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formally democratic administration of Corazoon Aguino
and then, through free elections, to Fidel Ramos.
Mevertheless, the systern is still dominated by dynastic
aligarchies, making the nation of democracy highly
problematical in any real sense

In Malaysia, pluralist politics are integral to the way
authoritative decisions have been made. Through a
system of separation of powers, free and competitive
elections. and wida-ranging civil liberties, the Malaysian
government has been accountable to the citizenry.
However, because of the ethnic communal tensions that
pervade Malaysian society, the populace has accepted
certain controls on its freedom, designed o assure
continued stability and consensus,

Singapore, Southeast Asia’s most efficiently run
government, has been led by the brilliant Lee Kuan Yew.
who stepped down in November 1990 from his position

as Prime minister {wljiisi'Fétg:"rﬁ.ﬁg'.\mé‘ﬁwéhiun as head of
the Penple‘a Action ‘Part*g,;] “Within a structure of
democmm;,msmmmnmhat features free elections and a
parllaman[arl_.r systam Singapore has been run as a
one-party syﬁtem that centers around Lee and now his

successor Goh Chok Tong, By circumscribing the :

freedoms of the opposition and by achieving remarkable
economic growth, the government has obtained the
support of the overwhelming majority of the peaple.

There is no democracy in Megara Brunei
Darussalam. [Its political system is an absolute
monarchy, with no representative form of government,
The 1984 constitution consolidated the power of the
maonarchy by suspending parliamentary institutions, Al
aspects of Bruneian society are controlled by the Sultan.

These themes are dealt with in more detail for
Vietnam and Thailand.

aiuduloiu Nk

Vietnam

Expeclaticns by the Vietnamese that independence
from foreign exploitation would bring them a betler life
were dashed by the continued deterioration of the
economy. Inthe 1980s, a decade after their defeat of the
United States, the Vietnamese people’s standard of
living was worse than before the war. Healizing the
seriousness of the economic malaise, the sixth congress
of the Communist Party of Vietnam [ CPV ) met in
December 1986 to implement a plan of rgrgg-vaticn {daoi
ma) to remedy the problems. Henwaum;faﬂ‘isﬁ!or major
economic and political changcs mttl the prwlsﬁ that the
party-led dictatorship of thﬁpﬂ'tﬂﬁd&fl 511 rerbﬂsn sacrosanct.
Conservative CPY, arty “{ea&ers feared that the
dominance of the pa‘rtl_.r v.ﬂuld ba lost, and military
Ieaﬂers Jqéhaued ﬁ:at mnouatmn threatened national

f.sé-cfurny hecmn&e it dinmiished the importance of military
f_‘é-imh ath } i favor of economic development,

“Renovation was criticized when the, nﬁwaﬁuﬁues

faﬂed o improve the economy. In 193& 1or~ examp]e |
famine was barely averted in the r!gnqqmp:pm_ncgs, ang/

inflation increased to almost 1.ﬂi!'u:3‘|':':er¢:en1,l Henovation
was also Threatened b.:.-' E!'ne' cﬁaﬂgeﬁ ln'Eaﬁtem Europe,
as country aﬁar £ th}r braught down their Communist
rulers. D[muﬂt cﬁnu—:-rn to the CPV leaders was the fall

; .--__of‘Fh:::mama‘s Ie,a-.:ier who. most believed, was invincible,
"F,he PF!FI‘JIE{E fevalt in Burma against the military also

"‘-n..-gurngd Vielnamese leaders, because there were many

pa_rallels in the two countries' bleak economic conditions,
These international changes, ironically, strengthened the
pasition of the hard-liners. Vietnam was one of the warld's
few nations which condemned Poland's change of
government and praised China's crushing of its
democracy movement. President Nguyen Van Linh stated
that the party rejected calls for "bourgeois liberalization,
pluralism, and multi-opposition parties aimead at denying
Marxism-Leninism, socialism and the party's leadership”.

Vietnam's economy was Jolted by the sudden end
to the cold war when 180,000 Vietnamese left East-bloc
nations, no longer wanted as cheap laborers, and
reentering a country with a massive unemployment
problem of 20 percent. Moreover, the new international
order has resulted in the end to large amounts of aid from
the Soviet Union. In the Past five years, the Soviets
provided some $16 billion to Vietnam. Sixty percent of
Vietnamese aid has been with the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, a percentage that will be reduced as
these nations turn their sights toward the West.

Also jeopardizing renovation was the reformers’
dacision to disengage from Cambodia, withdrawing troops
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by September 1989, The conservatives argued that
Vietnam received no visible benefit, not even expressions
of gratitude, let alone offers from the United States to mova
toward normalizing diplomatic relations and ending the
trade embargo put into effect by the United States during
the war. The setback caused the reformers 1o be more
orthodox and to lake fewer risks. The return of tens of
thousands of former soldiers from Cambadia has crowded
the labor force as well.

The new international era a positive effect on
Vietnam's economy by undermining the rationale for the
1.5, imposed economic embargo. As anti-communism
became less salient as a determinant of foreign policy,
more and more nations developed economic ties with
Vietnam. Vietnam has expanded trade with Britain,

Australia, South Korea, and even Japan. Japanese_. |
Companies have moved guietly to establish carpora'ricné?.

o

and develop a foothold. 7

When the United States began to inves'r |W4mnam

many predicted that vietnam would grow rap“rdly Hov:-r

ewvar, a plateau was reached in the;,mad ‘I"JQ{JS I&ecausa of
the pervasive corruption, the highlg,: chﬁjrahzed and
inefficient bureauﬁ:récsr ~the weakness of the nation's
infrastructure mnludl oommunmatmns and road, the rise
of AIDS as an’ ep}damuz Hhe continued high birth rates
whlphpredude rapld ‘gconomic growth, and the rising gap.
beﬁvman the utban rich and the rural poor. '

“From the Vietnamese perﬁpecnve Westerr‘h

" rejected : unstable regimes, led by budrgecuﬁ teaders tor
their own interests and against the {nfefesls of the masses.
The Vielnamese also- fe’:em thaf arruganc:e " of the
Western world [amdnw-' the Eas.tam European nations
as well },wﬁuch t;nﬁclzna the Viétnamese government.

-.:the cbunlerarqvpluﬂonaw forces * in Poland were con-
tdempied by thie Vietnamese when the Communist lead-
st.J_j_lb«rHére was removed. Indeed, Vietnamese leaders
have stated that Vietnam is not prepared for democracy,
that conditions in the country are not appropriate for
democracy. In this period of restoration and economic
travail after a destructive war, according to Linh, the
' girong leadership ' of the party is necessary to assure
the nation's stability and progress.

Foreign Minister Thach, in a speech in the United
States in October 1990 commented that * From China
and the Tiananmen incident, we leamed that you cannot
have economic reform without political reform. from the
troubles we see in Eastern Europe, we |earned that you
cannot have political reform without economic reform.
These reforms must go together. " He added that after

._'demmraw represents all that the country's Eﬁd&rs have

40 years we have come to realize that govemment can-
not be simply of and for the state. At the end of 1990,
Thach's view was not one adopted by the CPV politburo.

In the economic domain, democratization is no such
a pejorative term. Decentralization and accountability are
accepted as necessary for an eftective economy.
Economic principles of the market and competition, once
viewed as decadent bourgeois concepts, have become
the centerpieces of renovation, Vietnamese |eadership
argue that the long years of war have-fmited the growth
of bursaucratic corrupfion. Mored'-.{éf whﬂe Cnmm unism
was imposed on Eastern. Eurqﬂaa b:_.r Soviét arms, it is
indigenous in ‘-."letr'l.am wﬁerﬂw‘the GPV was the primary
nationalist Iorcaﬂga:nsfjﬁe Frénch and Americans. CPV
5uppor1er$ nuﬂtg thait thEﬂénon s leadership does not live

/ t;u!rupﬂa_.-“as d}qfﬂ’eﬂa\cescu ot Romania and Honecker of
Gar?nanyt I;F"‘LF leaders live simply, with few perks.

\ \ ¥iétnam has no history of democracy. Its tragitions
, are Confucianist, stressing hierarchy and ﬂ'rd.ef.ﬂ?tckmpre
recently Communist, emph&ﬁlzlng 'H'T?t qnaue%huu'ad
supremacy of the party. There f}am.e heen ew| pugu ar
dEI‘ﬂGHS‘tIElTIDI‘IS for dechrzlnc nghts and the Vietnam
war was never a sh:ugg.le for civil liberties and
represehmt\wa gme:nmen; The movement of European

B Cumrrmnist gm?‘emmems toward democracy has not

weﬂad the Wietnamese leadership or people to a
su“rnﬂartransfonnatmn of their government.

e A 'Vietnamese authorities have been shaken by the
“demise of Communist governments and the rise of
democratic institutions throughout the world,  While
arguing that the experience in Eastern Europe is not
relevant to Vietnam and that the Communist Party of
Vietnam will continue to rule unilaterally, the government
has had to alter its disastrous domestic economic
policies in the direction of a market economy. The recent
mowves by Vietnam to convince the United States to end
the trade and aid embargo and to normalize diplomatic
relations also result from the reduction of support for
Vietnam from the Soviet Union and from the realization
that Western technology and investment is necessary for
economic developmeant.

The Vietnamese authorities are embarrassed that
Vietnam's standard of living is one of the lowest in all of
Asia despite an abundance of natural resources and a
disciplined labor force. Doi Mgi, a reform program that
preceded the Soviet Union's perastroika, reflects the view
that socialism cannot solve the nation’s economic
problems. However, regarding political issues, the new
international era has had a negative impact. Global
democratization has caused the Vietnamese autharities
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to dig in rather than to reform. In the long run that Military leaders had a stake in the status quo because
decision will undo the Doi Moi reforms by suppressing they benefited from the enormous profits that came from
the spirit and loyalty of the Vietnamese toward thair the rapid transformation of the Thai economy. Finally,
governmeant and their common future. the Thai military was thought to accept chatichai, himself
In 1897, Vietnam is confronted with a severe a former army general, because of the generous
dilerma: an open economy and a closed polity. As new budgetary allotmeants he provided to it.
leaders take over, inevitably Vietnam will cpen its polity Counter to this analysis, on February 23, 1991,
of face being isolated from the global system that is now Supreme Commander Sundhara Kongsompong and Ammy
responsible for the nation’s growth.  Vietnam will not Commander-in-Chief Suchinda Kraprayoon abrogated the
tolerate becoming another Burma, separate from the world constitution, dismissed the elected government, and set
and bringing its people great poverty. up a temperary National Peace Kqﬂepﬂiﬁ I.?;E;r\{ncil (NFKC),

Contemporary Thai Politics

The clearest sign of change in contemporary Thai
politics was the rise to power of Chatichal Choonhavan in
1988, the first elected member of pariament 1o become
prime minister since 1976. Chatichai assumed his
premiership following the 1988 elections, when the ’/
political party he led received the largest plurality Df)‘jja*es \
and Prem refused to accept another term. és pr-rne
minister. Prem. who had led Thailand nu(mg ‘a. panau:l of
economic growth, had been deemeh accemahle to
civilian and military fo me&,ﬂ‘kbandmtﬂ been expected
to continue in office. His fefusal}n bea ‘candidate opened
the way for (:Mllqn !eadexshup under chatichai.

The gmgom Transrtmn reflected the new optimism
about Thqulamj‘s evalution toward democracy. Chatichai ', '\ )

haéassumgcf power without relying on the support tu_f the '--witrixpuwers of martial law, and themselves as the
army.® Also the constitutional prowmdns“ Jor Eléchnns~ ultimate arbiters of public policy. This momentous
worked well in transferring pDIIIICa! pmﬁren Jhps 1’he decision was made just two hours before Prime Minister
military coup d'etat in Februaw\‘lﬂgi wa:-La‘ shuc:kmg Chatichai was arrested on an airplane wailing to take off
assault on the notion_ that 'F]:raulanld had successfully for Chiang Mai where the King had granted him an
rnsmutlonalazed dgmmralm Hﬂl:T zmlmr-rgw&rnmem audience. Initially, the citizenry greeted the coup with
Th‘e facr lhat Ihere 'was no successiul coup d'etat acquiescence, though not with enthusiasm, and there
after 1‘5?? ’rullqd tHe Chatichai administration into were no public protests of demonstrations.
beligving lh_gl thie days of coups were over. Also, the fact of Despite Chatichai's widespread support, several
that mmm'un'rst insurgency, which plagued Thailand in issues raised concern about the govemnment's stability
the 1860s and 1970s, was quelled and that there was no and effectiveness. Democratization had not ended the
external threat to Thai security was thought to have perscnalism and factionalism that have long been a part
undermined the major rationale for military intervention of Thai politics. Ewven among the coalition partners,
into governmental affairs. The strengthened role of factional infighting remained the norm as party leaders
political parties and the parliament, as well as a general vied for the most influential cabinet positions. Because
attitudinal change maore favorable to democratic civilian he was seventy in 1990, Chatichai Stated on several
rule, especially among the politically aware, also were occasions that he was ' too old ' to remain in his position
said to have reduced the military’s influence. The king's of leadership for long. The uncernainty of his tenure
determination to oppose a military coup was thought to exacerbated factional maneuvering and set the scene for
lessen the chance that such a coup would succeed, the February 1991 coup.
Maoreover, the remarkable economic growth of 11 percent Related to this problem of personalism, corruption
per yaar (highest in the world for three years) was thought continued to be an important part of the political scene.
to provide a bulwark against intervention by the military, The phenomenal economic growth of the 1980s brought
| |
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large amounts of capital into the financial system, and
these new resources were the target of public officials for
private gain. Thai citlizens were skeptical about the
administration’s professed concerm for the majority, which
has not gained from the economy's high growth rates,
Many Thais viewed the administration as primarily
concerned with big business interests. Indeed, the
military claimed that the primary reason for the 1991 coup
was the pervasive corruption of the kingdarm's peliticians,
Thai newspapers, unencumbered by censorship, reported
daily on the rampant corruption among top level cabinet
members. Huge lelecommunication projects, massive
road and elevated commuter railway ventures. cable
television contracts and new oil refineries are examples
of multibillion dollar deals, arranged and managed {or

nothing except the names of the kingdom's top
government leaders.

The appointment of Anand assured that an
independent-minded diplomat would lead Thailand
during the interim period, before elections could be
scheduled on March 22, 1982, The junta gave Anand
wide leeway in running the government. On the other
hand, they asserted their views forcefully regarding the
new constitution promulgated by the interim notional
legislative assemble, appointed by Iﬁel‘@ﬁc The final
document returned the klngdum fﬂgrmer dia’sis when the
appeinted upper hcuﬁﬁ-—a{aﬁ ﬂﬁuéﬂ‘i“qual power with the
elected lower housa {e:[ardmg p-plu:y making. Moreover,
the chairman m me NF’F,G was given provisional power
4to nomhaté‘«thgr riehe prime minister, thereby providing

mismanaged) by politicians whose main aim was tg o xj eﬂéﬁtwa powqfrdﬁqr%e government for the length of the

perpetuate their power base and personal wealth.

impaortant legitimizing rationale for the coup, <ﬁe m;;n;‘e
direct cause was a pattern of sllghléfi‘,hrri‘ed out El*ﬁ
Chatichai and perceived by the n‘ilrm\am‘as thrams to its
traditional prarugatugag 'f",\*- ', | "~1 x} :

The coup tdn&ﬁﬂf"arrty er‘rd‘ﬁud Thallands steady
progress Iowprdde[nucraﬁ;htmn and embarrassed the
nation in narexpandlryg international affairs . However,
the! mﬁve@qh‘al wisdom that coups were pass was riof,
mhpletéll.r wrong. Realizing that times had lndeed

“"‘ thhnged Ihe MNPKC moved guickly to estabhsjl ;r,.rl thenm

’dnnsiltutmn and to name Anaﬁd E’ahyhpaghuh a
distinguished civilian, as prime rmr'rr&‘@ar d-ll.f_;app&mh'nem
was a sign that the mlnta.n,t I:ﬁelueﬁgep m‘e pupulaoe would
not leng tolerate d,mm mylar'; rwe Since 1973. Thaj
rulers have bele.-r\ mpra ati;tuﬁ.r “aware of * their mutual
iﬂ&bende‘nrq gm‘sj {:F 8 lnng standing social contract
hefwegn Hlua naﬂdns patrons and their clients.” Anand's
ap,po\ﬁfmen: announced on March 2, was universally
praﬂsed reflacting his impeccable status and reputation
as a diplomat, administrator, and businessman. Prime
Minister Anand, in tum, appointed an interim cabinet
consisting of outstanding technocrats, notable schaolars,
and senior military officials in the defense and intarior
ministries.

The coup leaders emphasized their commitment Lo
palicy continuity in economic matters, calling in leading
Thai bankers and business exscutives to assure them
that Thailand's market and export-oriented economy
would remain intact, Political parties were retained and a
national legislative assembly was established to approve
a constitution and arrange for an election. For the
overwhelming majority of Thais, the coup changed

/;'
Although this substantial corruption Was., arn (=

'

LR
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In the face of public protests, Ger}aral Sﬁ:lhda
) announced that neither he nor ather NF‘K@ Ieadérs npld
become prime minister after 1he Flm:’!-m-rrs TI'Iat
statement gfrengthened thg yi‘aw ﬂ-l’ii thé r:ﬁlrtar:.r Ie‘aders
has been hurt by funhm\adversgf cmicnsm of their role
fulluwmg, :he’ccmp Tﬁ&ﬁéiﬁlﬂtme causes of the coup,

such as-widespread vote buying, had continued unabated,
especially among parties supporting the NPKC
undermining the military’s rationalization for taking over
the govemment. The debate over the constitution brought
the formerly acquiescent intelligentsia and meadia figures
inta confrontation with the NPKC leaders, When Prime
Minister Anand publicly criticized the draft of the
constitution, the floodgates of criticism cpened, forcing
more democratic provisions. The military’'s attempt to
dictate a constitution written in blatantly self-interested
terms, was thwarted by public opposition that threatened
1o spread out of control.

Anand's independence from the military was
unprecedented for a civilian who had been placed in power
by a military coup. Indeed, Anand's " aberrant
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confidence went so far as to block the military’s request
tobuy additional weaponry and his administration tumed
out to be one of the most effective in modern Thai
politics. From March 1 to December 6. 1991, the
government passed 127 new laws, compared to 105 for
the thirty months of the preceding Chatichai government.
From December to the end of his term, Anands
legislative record was just as great. Hiz administration
set forth measures suppuration privatization, trade
liberalization, deregulation of onerous restrictions over the
gconamy, tax reform focusing on a value added tax (VAT)
of seven percent, labor constraints including the abolition
of state enterprise unions, and infrastructure projects.
Once the new constitution was approved and an

election law passed, campaigning began in earnest. The
major theme of newspaper articles was vole-and
candidate-buying by parties looking for candidates to run
under their banner. Despite the establishment by Anand..
* Watchdog committes " 10 monitor rarnpaugrqir{i{ 5
many parties distributed money aimed at enllshﬂg- Etect-
able candidates so that the party could hécmne :}re mm
of the next coalition guvemmgru For Mg nthx.‘ nei‘c:ra the
election, an unseemly mw ﬁrncrng :andudales toward
wealthy parlies u::l:l::u):rtanf.!1 wnh no@gncern whatsoever for
the stance of thé:;;:ua rt;r on iﬁﬁues or ideclogical direction.
For the, I'ﬂﬂll).fll}' x:u‘l candidates, the only principle
cpm:an‘ied whu;l"llpang.r made the best maney offer.

o F‘-::Imr:al sold their names _/and\

of a

parties

",
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researchers have found that money is a primary
incentive for determining a citizen's vote. Candidates must
have an effective network of support, run by canvassers
{nua khanaen) who wave close ties with village leaders
such as headmen, teachers, and respected elders.
Because candidates need to assure that the money they
hand out will not be wasted, they distribute it through a
network of canvassers. Voters tend to vote for those
candidates close to village or town leaders who have
helped the voter out in the past. If these 1e;tdr{hs have
funds 1o divey oul from candidates, w\lagers are ;ﬂj the
maost likely to support the choice @] thel ‘Iﬂ&;.fers

COn the other har‘pd :Qa gd-.rern‘ﬁ'lent g anti
vote-buying campalgﬂ Bygg%!ﬁd to voters that they
should not acraeptrnp‘ney{mm candidates, but if they did
tppy g.hmﬂri‘ thE.'n w.rute,igr»thm  vandidate’s opponent, This
pmre m,rmq.sj mgpnnse resulted in voters sometimes

é.cf{:ep‘tmg favors from many candidates. Although
' \votébuying occurred throughout the Hlpg».:lnm ‘boll-".
‘waltchers found few cases of outright fmu’s:i E‘D-ch as‘ :

- ,-".

ballot-box stuffing. ==\
To assure that the rmhl.awmn'unuegd-s meurlance
military-backed_parties; o were Elose to General
Suchinda, lmmer}u joint [:E[I']Fja_l,gﬂ scheme to minimize
cnnmetltmn anﬂlﬁ ehat::t u::..-u‘ldldatas supporting the NPKC.

-_.""Fhe pﬁﬂ'lﬂ&. mcluded the Samakkhi Tham, under the

votelfdbilizing organizations to candidats, Am. rem-m

candidates received up to several hundr‘ed 'Ihausam" '

dollars each for campaign purpoaeg. aulthe@e fu nds ware

often given in cash, and ccrqlp mot, ba accoufited for. The

practice of party- 1ump1ng drase ﬁom{hﬁlact that parties
rarely set i-;;unh mherhnf pqlmy statements and were used
largely.; o ‘-Suppmf par rﬂ‘r:ular candidates.

The étemmns. wefe carried out with bureaucratic
aﬁicue:w,r. ‘although the campaign included election law
violations. Pallwatch volunteers monitored campaign
expenses of individual candidates who were limited to
$40,000. Vote-buying included the following kinds of
tactics: giving cash to volers in return for promises of
support, offering food and alcoholic drinks free to people,
serving free food at village festivals, and promising cash
to voters if the candidate the person was told to vote for
won. To discourage vole-buying in the 1992 election,
radio, television, newspapers, and banners featured
slogans designed to discourage people from ' selling their
freedom.’

There
vole-buying as an effective means to garmner voles. Most

is conflicting evidence regarding

"'«Ieadershtp ‘wi-Narong Wongwan, the Chat Thai party led

bie.retired Air Chief Marshal Somboon Rahong, and the
conservative Social Action Party, with Montri Pongpanit
as leader. All three party leaders agreed they would
consider a non-elected premier and might well integrate
into leadership positions even those politicians who had
been charged with being ' unusually wealthy ', a
suphemism for corrupt, by the anti-corruption
investigative group appointed by the NPKC. Itis ironic
that the Chat Thai party was included in the group since
that was Prime Minister Chatichai's party when he was
overthrown by the very coup leaders his party later
supported. Those who staged the coup joined with those
whom they accused of being unworthy of holding public
office, to form a new government.

Opposition parties were viewed as those who
opposed the continuation of military dominance and who
pledged to support amendments to make the constitution
more democratic.  In another irony, the leading
opposition New Aspiration Party was led by former Army
General Chawalit Youngchaiyut, the mentor of coup
leader governor Chamiong Srimuang, gave up his
position to lead the Phalang Dharma Party. Buoyed by
Chamlong's reputation as an incorruptible ascetic,
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; «_-_'-:_‘qunl_j."gd in-drug trafficking from his business base-in the "
Goiden Triangle area of Northem Thaitand. Narong had

Phalang Dharma swept all but three of Bangkok's 35
sealts. The third major opposition group was the
Democrats, Thailand's longest-lived political party, whose
candidates campaigned against the NPKC leadership and
in favor of a return to democratic rule.

The March 22 elections resulted in a narrow victory
for parties aligned with the NPKC. The pro-military
Samakkhi Tham Party won 79 of 360 seats, Chat Thai
74, Mew Aspiration Party 72, Democrats 44, Phalang
Dharma 43 , Social Action Party 31, Prachakom Thai 7,
Solidarity 6, and Ratsadom 4. The Samakkhi Tham,
Chat Thai, Social Action Party and two minor parties lorged
a coalition of 195 seats or 55 percent of the total. The
other major parties (New Aspiration, Democrats, Phalang
Dharma, and Solidarity) formed the opposition.

The pro-military coalition initially nominated Narﬂng

Wongwan as the next prime minister. His credentials as'-

Cabinet member, and leader of the pulltlcal par'lj.r
winning the largest plurality made him an ﬂnuamw& c:hmti@r
for the NPKC leaders. As a bllilnneyre bus‘[n;—:-ssman his
considerable fortune e he!ped-huﬂd the, Samakkhl tham ,
party in less than nné;,lﬁ&r Hig |ea;jemﬁ|p would mean
that the military could dnmmate pﬁfhcal policy making.
However, on ’rhaﬁa?ha was figminated, the United States
State Dep&r‘fmant confirmed that Marong had been-,
dameﬂ a 'ﬂsa iy July 1991 because he was alleged to ba

made a fortune in a wide variety of busiriesses! tobicco,
transportation, mining , timber erncl h-:aiiday resorts. He
had also been mwastlgafad 'Fm‘ pm;s,éssmg " ynusual
wealth " when a mérr:-ber’qf ‘the L‘;ha,tlchm cabinet, but
those charges were: Jal‘er dropped.

With .xlrslam'r_;.g,s Teputation besmirched, military
Iaédprs'_l:ieg.hﬁ"fh distance themselves from him while
political-party leaders spent the following week attempt-
ing to lorge a coalition agreement for prime minister.
Mewspaper Stories Speculated that the military |
Knowing about Narong's involvemnent in drug trafficking,
had deliberately recommended him for prime minister as
a ploy to create a crisis of leadership which the military
would resolve through the nomination of General
Suchinda, the 1981 coup leader. Indeed, Narong backed
out from the nomination, and the coalition named
Suchinda despite his unequivecal declaration that he
would not accept the premiership.  His nomination was
approved by the king and the parliament with the
concurrence of the speaker of the parliament as well as
General Sundhara, the chief of the NPKC. In what Thais

long

2 unusuaHywmﬂby.
Suah nda '\

iy porant interior slot was given to Suchinda's close friend
T_ﬂu-r chief Marshall Anan Kalintha.

referred to as " the second coup " or " the silent coup *
General Suchinda, by engineering military control ower
the position of prime minister, reversed the steps
Thailand had taken toward democratic government, to
express their dismay, some 50,000 protectors
announcement of Suchinda's appointment,

Prime Minisier Suchinda announced a
controversial cabinet, including eleven members who had
been investigated by an anti-graft panel (established by
Suchinda after the February 1991 |;r:1.||:::!- o see if they
had enriched themsealves '.-..hlie im ijfh{,e Jhrcg of the
eleven were declared " U"'ILT‘E-IJEI ma‘tealthy , but were
nevertheless 5alpctﬂd fr:rr !he‘- new tabinet. Critics of
Suchinda pumtéy_f |:|1r!' tl'}:af theif appointment gave lie to

the DrlglnaI elaim Dﬂhe coup leaders that their purpose in

3 bveﬂhrnwmg i'h:h I;halrchal administration was 1o curail
cc:rrumh:-n
a civilian four-term elected member of parliament, a h::armegf —

% N

‘To assure continued support. Suchmda appmntacl
the leadars of each of the coalition paFting ;ﬂWEjOF aﬂsls
Narong Wongwan (Samakkhi Tham), ‘Somboon. Hahnng
(Chat Thai), and Samak Sunﬂﬂﬁ\fﬂj rFraeh%arrn Thiai)
were all appointed Ueputy pnme mmlslers Maontri
Pdmgpanrt transpa-rt ann‘ pﬂrhmj.l nications minister in the
Chahchat ﬁd’munqauatuun dnd a politician found to be
returned as deputy prime minister
ra{amad the defense portfolio and the

Critics noted that the
number of technocrats were considerably fewer than in
Anand's cabinel. ten of the forty-five ministers were
non-members of the parliament; sixtean represented the
Samakkhi Tham Party, sixteen the Chat Thai, two the
Prachakorn Thai, and cne the Rassadorm.

Suchinda’s tenure as prime minister had parallels
with that of General Prem who ruled Thailand from 1980
to 1988. Bolh IBaders ware generals who refused to be
MP candidates and who followed a difficult era of hectic
civilian rule. However, Prem had solid support from a
majority coalition in parliament, the amy, and the citizenry
whereas Suchinda led a divided coalition, and was viewed
as the person who ended democratic (however inept) rule,
In Bangkok, the Phalang Dharma sweep and the strong
showing of the Democrats in the southern provinces in
the March 1992 elections demonstrated the high degree
of opposition to a return to military rule. the fact that many
members of the majority coalition ware precisely the
politicians of the majority coalition were precisely the
politicians deemed corrupt by Suchinda and ousted in the
1991 coup augured poorly for the stability of his
administration.
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In his favor, Suchinda could count on the
overwhelming support of the appointed senate which was
dominated by leading military officers, top bankers,
wealthy industrialists, and business executives, the 270
senators had the powar to participate in non-confidence
votes and to take part in general debates on
governmental policy. the economic elite in the senate
consisted of the presidents of Thailand's largest
corporations and banks. Sixty percent of the seats were
held by military or police officars,

The conflict between Thailand's reverence for tra-
dition and its headlong plunge into modernity was the key
factor in the events that drove Prime Minister Suchinda
from office after only a 48 day reign. He bet that the forces
of tradition as exemplified by the military would prevail
and he underestimated the power of the ideal of

agugnfoi N

monarchy was vintage rhetoric from the 1960s, irrelevant
to contemporary realities.

Suchinda’s military backing was shaky because he
relied solely on his class five army colleagues, many of
whom he had helped to top positions. Officers from other
classes, especially at the level of colonel disapproved both
of his seizure of power and his decision to send in the
tfroops. Chamlong Srimuang, for example, the unofficial
leader of the opposition whose hunger 5tnke galxramze:f
the demonstrators, was a former leadecaf the Cl 5 Seven
(o xr\rx\x:‘ b
In essence, Suchi bEﬂlé-.;aq that*he could run

the country the SaMQ Y g n the military. He often
spoke of the mqﬂ&nt:‘? diHoner and pride among
rnulutﬂfy me]rf;nd th naefdfq fight to keep that honor when
-mﬁnmd tiy B&Mc:aﬁé ~gbedience, he noted, was the

army faction.

democracy among the country's increasingly educated {essenr;e Qf“miri’tary life. Obedience was not, howavar,,a.
and sophisticated citizens. The massive anti- Su:hlgu'}a" -trﬁabﬁonty of interest groups which nncreas;qgua ‘t-:aﬁf\sk
demanstrations by hundreds of thousands nfThmsﬂnWﬁay \ N\ Ihe*mmtarys dominance. These groups, \mdﬂ:[m& thé\I \
1992, and the deaths of hundreds of person?! y.rheﬁ{he b naw middle class, provincial Ieade:;"’ tb:*.-se }lchv_e}rn‘ /A

military tried to stop them , were the trag pmnsemﬂﬁﬂhs
of Suchinda’s hubris and m:;;aw(aa&q\hb D L
First, Suchinda drdﬁatmngers}aﬂd that the days
were long hone wgmﬂﬁq mllulafy could dominate every
aspect of Thaj E_miif‘cs without much public demur. The
1991 cqug‘f;lldf ﬁq\undo almost two decades of new
par‘!ll:'l'«pamry}'gﬁ es‘when Thai urbanites as well as rural

péaaanrsﬂaarned how to have their interests met thp::iggh %

* i
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Second, thais were much n;lmgxtuna-:rlﬂmm/w

international events, both th raugh rﬁe |q ‘an}] t\ﬁ'mugh
the media and through I:y.nrgﬂ mg:‘emuafmc contacts.
Suchinda did not ugﬂem’aﬁd émquftame Thais place
on their intermationa r hnon Thais were profoundly
mem{amdﬂﬁl\rhel ntry suffered anather coup, just
as much c::ulee/u'est of the world was moving inexorably
toward mire open and liberal regimes. When Suchinda
maneuvered himself into the position of unelected prime
minister, breaking a solemn promise not to do so, and
then used draconian military force to stay in power , he
underestimated the depth of Thais’ sense of humiliation
and desire for his rermoval.

Third, Suchinda misunderstood the reaction he
would generate by approving a violent response to the
anti-government demonstrations. The declaration of an
emergency effectively took the sight of police officers and
troops bludgeoning demonstrators ended any semblance
of legitimacy Suchinda might have had. His claim that
the demonstrators and their leaders were pawns of
' communist ' elements who desired the end of the

non-governmental argamzahcrnq *#sthhuiy.lshness elite,
have been imbued with vai( Egbqn!raw%THUSE reverad
by the military-When uahmqﬁl ﬁbrﬂ')n the army against
the anti- goverﬁ'd‘n‘mn émuﬂ‘siratﬁrﬁ he showed his
cmﬁempﬂm tng‘gl.g:\a‘rﬁrﬂerenca between civilian and
erhar',r {lf'e L%

’u'u'l,'ker'r the crisis of May 1992 reached a stage of
c}laﬂs’hnd potential civil war. the King stepped in to play
a crucial role in determining political succession. King
Phumipel's extracrdinary intarvention on May 20 Forced
lhe resignation of Suchinda and placed the immense
prestige of the monarch on the demonstrations against
the military government, by supporting constitutional
amendments designed to reduce the military's dominance,
and by directing the antagonists Suchinda and Chamiong
te peacefully resclve the crisis forthwith, the King
succeeded in ending the violence.

The establishment of a civilian administration was
more difficult than the removal of Suchinda wha went into
hiding, protected by troops loyal to him. The majority
coalition of parties in the parliament agreed to Support
Somboon Rahong, the head of the Chat Thai party, and
close confidant of the disgraced military leaders. Although
he was an elected member of the parliament and enjoyed
the support of a majority of the parliament, Somboon was
viewed as anathema to the opposition parties and to the
demonstrators who believed he was a lackey of the
generals.

In a second extraordinary intervention, the King,
through his privy councilor Prem Tinsulanond, rejected
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"-‘.o‘qe of -tha ‘fairest in Thai history because of 1he
*.‘--.x_{:\ré:mght of * a coafition Df-~.___..-

:-’-_,‘pru democracy parties, plus cnrr:.l pa-rt;,ﬂ ﬂﬁ;qh‘ had

ey

Somboon and instead, approved the return of Anand
Panyarachun as Prime Ministar. The King's decision
occurred just before the parliament overwhelmingly
passed constitutional amendments requifing prime min-
istars to be elected members of parliament, and reducing
the role of the military-dominated Senate. The first
amendment was designed to apply to prime ministers
named befare the amendmenis were promulgated, so that
Anand could rule.

Anand's appointment was met enthusiastically by
most Thais who racalled he had won international praise
for running an honest and efficient government duning the
interim penod following the 1991 coup. His appaintment
was seen as a brilliant stroke to end the stalemate

following the catastrophic events of May.  After

appointing a distinguished group of technocratls and’E

diplomats to his cabinet, Anand pledged lo serve only for”
tour months to prepare the country for parhaman[arg.r
elactions, to repair the damage done to, th&”ﬁailﬂhs
repuiation, and to revilalize the ECDHOFFIE& \ x
Anand succeeded in demgling, the] Hngtimrn s top
millitary leaders whe: were.dinr\méd ‘FE‘SpGﬁSIbIE for the'
violence. He re rriwﬁﬂ nnwc:rta‘sfﬁglala enterprises from
military cﬂntrgt. gﬂd pia.rmed for the second national
E|EGNDH’1FFI‘UI"IE ,yea{ !
(D Tha Beptamtler 13, 1992 election was conSIdemd

watchdog " groups.

supported the military in the pra#mus \adrmmsrr“ﬁtmn
formed a government unde-:_‘ Fhﬂeadergw of a civilian
politician as IEEII:I-EIJ‘ q'l" Hh; :‘uunlr&- Chuan Leekpai, the
soft-spoken faif- mmddﬂ uimp:h[qnjnuus non-charismatic,

) haﬁesi modara!e%eade:r n’f the Demacrat Party from Trang
3 F‘mumce n The.*sﬂu[h Assumed the position of Prime
Mnmstbr He led a 207 seat coalifion in the 360 member

Hause of Representatives. Prime Minister Chuan’s
challenge was to find a balance between democratic rule
and sensitivity to the traditional prerogatives of the Thai
military.

Chuan led the country from September 1992 to May
1995, becoming the longest-serving elected civilian prime
minister in Thai history. His coalition eventually fell as a
result of differences and demands among the ruling
political parties that Chuan had tried 1o settle. Mew
elections were called for July 2, 1995,

The 1995 election can be interpreted as a further
evolutionary step toward democratic government in Thai-
land. The military remained on the sidelines, made no
attempt to intervene, and stayed scrupulously neutral,

1

even after the incoming defense minister, Chavalit
Yongchaiyuth, revised the annual military reshuffle list.
Moreover, there was much competition tor electoral power
as twelve political parties and 2,300 candidates vied for
the 391 House zeats. The press was unfetiered so that
Thais could read great detail about the candidates.
Although the parties did no present coherent
platforms, individual; candidates, representing the
parties, talked at campaign stops abc:ut rural poverny,
environmeantal degradatan, Eangknk‘j.r nqﬂanuus traffic,
land reform, and bureaucratic lﬂEHIG.-EnCIE‘S ‘.9.[ lowns or
villages, candidates fo:yﬂgﬂ -:}n tﬁaw}qecufm concerns of
the constituents qucha‘s-raads hr'idqes schaoals, temples,
and irrigation, Dq-‘qocraﬁ r:ampalgnad on the issue that
Chuamtgel-':pm wa;. btnp best candidate for the position of

1,/ prﬁfnh r'mn‘r.-ster ar@‘«thétt other party leaders were not as
"-: - ‘wlnﬂ‘ qﬁ,LaI[héd or as honest. Chart Thai |eaders, on the

B ‘\_,erhand extolled the virtues of their leager, Eanrarr\
*) Silapa-archa, and their view of Ghu&ﬂ‘&sﬂﬂmf&‘l‘\aﬁd
complicit in a land reform scandal in 5&9 hém Tha\lmd'

Banharmn's Suppnrter% ,spmue &bdq,lt 1'i|5. vﬂsi
expensnce: a bIlIiClI'IﬂI[E D\USIHQSS e:-:e@ﬂlwe he had has
also served six termé m.;a‘s,m{amml and has held the posts
of mumsm; Q\?_«;k rcufture” "ihdustry, interier, finance, and
tran;;ﬁr:.hauon and;ommunlcattuns He was promoted
asua mﬂfgnand shaker who could cut through the
bu.rea,umatm red 1ape that had hamstrung Chuan. His
admirers argued that he was most experienced in
meeting the needs of his local constituents, and could
use that same strength nationally as prime minister. rural
Thais viewed the elites' conternpt as the typical arrogance
of those who do not appreciate the positive aspects of
patronage-oriented politics.

Banharn's opponents campaigned that he was
corrupt, a close associate of sleazy rural " godfathers *
and public fijures. He was disdainfully described as
" Mr, ATM " 1o remind Thais that he had bought himself
into power, He was scomed by Bangkok voters and by
the intellectuals who viewed him as a nouveau riche
country bumpkin who had no class or education.

The openness and criticism of vote buying, and the
divergent viewpoints about the two major contenders for
the position of prime minister, reflects the high degree of
politicization of candidates and voters. Opposition
attacks on government policy during the campaign were
reminiscent of the same behavior in Westarn demaocratic
nations. the election was doing precisely whal elections
are supposed to do in democratic socisties: presenting
votars with a wide array of choices about policy,
character, and leadership.
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to 5 million baht ($200,000) to any competing candidates
with a good chance of success who would switch parties.

In addition, voters were offered 100 to 300 baht (% 4 to $ '

12) if they promised to vote for particular candidates, The
wealthy Chart Thai Party, led by Banharn Silapa-archa,
was targeted by the press, official anticorruption
arganizations, and other parties as the chief culprit.
Viote and candidate buying were an indication of
candidate self-interest, without concern for party policy
positions, and reflected the continued importance of
personalism and patronage in Thai politics. throughout
the Kingdom signs wera erected talling people that to sell
avote was to sell the nation , but the perception of voters
and the meadia was that the best way to assure election
was to purchase the office, affiliate with the provincial
godfathers, and promise the voters everything.
+ Corruption has undermined the policy process as

well. Increased civilian domination of politics |{/
generally considered a positive step /mward:‘
democratization, but it also facilitates c:;rrl‘:.p{on ThA o

civilian presence Is a two- edged swn-t&'becguse the
civilians have to give favorslo tquslness ﬂsﬁbcmtes.
bureaucrats, and Dtmﬁ-o\rdartujpeepmmrclout Thus,
there are constant cﬁl’é for, nahh&iahs to quit interfering
with the lechn@ra_txbureauﬂﬂa!s Increased involvernent

by elaqtaﬁ‘g&ﬂltlclansm the budget was drafted by a.

cammﬂtcehéif tthnncrats there might be less curr‘uphcm

‘prosess would be less democratic, Ordinary ’fhjﬂs- have
I"h'[flva.l ability to influence policy rnakrng* .Dr‘rcé Blébsled
legislators lose interest in lheu;a@;lsrr‘:}[__r'uia__ b pill Ihe nest
election. R Y %) ;' bt
Demucracy mﬂﬂl‘&g thal tti‘c rha;nr government in-
5t|tutms pjal,r the ]\E}IQHI‘UI whlr;h 1he3.r were established.
Hnweyez. \ha pul‘iﬂcal party system remains weak
Pl{muf Bithet-a coherent ideclogy or mass base. Few
pﬂhhcgj d/ rties have endured because they tend to
center around individual leaders rather than long-term
ideclogies. Part of the reason for party weakness stems
from the fact that the nation's provinces have multimember
districts, and voters can vote for a candidate strictly in
their particular electoral district. Hence, candidate strictly
in their particular electoral district. Hence, candidate
strictly in their particular electoral district. Hence,
candidates run not only against competitive party
candidates, but also against their own party colleagues,
There has been a consequent breakdown of party loyalty
an discipline.
Maost Thais vote for the candidate who has paid them
or who most effectively promises to meet their needs. In

‘leader pf the New Aspiration Party.
ional interest might be better met. but the' s

the South in the 1995 election {where the Democrats
maintained their hold on  power by winning 46 of 51
contested seats) , and in Bangkok, there is a semblance
of party voting. In other areas voters more often split
their votes amaong more than ong party.

Further stress stems from the generally negative
response Prime Minister Banharn received to his
appainted cabinet. Mad up of politicians loyal to Banharn,
and bereft of technocrats or famous, respected leaders
the cabinet 1s highly volatile and urjs-ta.pln Financial
support from big business has prmudéd p&ﬂ‘g leaders with
resources they need to perpetﬁath their power, although
these resources h/awér Llrﬁnibaﬂﬁm kept parties from
seeking a broadekﬁ1e§mral “base from non- wealthy
mnstltuen{aﬁ The i_qené.*ﬁr perception of the cabinet as

.hnr:ypk and WB:q:fErJEncad has thwarted Banharn's
atfer‘ﬁpt 'zp fo‘rﬁe arl administration that is respected

™,

._,thmuq‘baul the Kingdom, and has raised questmns afpout

.‘: «fl‘r&’ administration's ability to miue(s.ucri ‘pmb}yqlq- as

Bangknks traffic, inadequate roads, ﬂﬁhu{imn the tackiof
sufficient water, poor commumt‘atlﬁr:ls aln‘cl J;Irérm ying

bthoula P e
1 A

Events ove]mfame\ﬁanha‘i‘ﬁs ability to lead.
Eorruphqp; ’,Em{e dg\rnmqg aconomy undermined his
authgﬁig an . an election was called, this time
Feaaur@ lu ﬂqe,\nse of General Chavalit Youngchaiyut,
Chavalit had a
rgﬂutatlc:n for getting things done, but his administration

“was also unable to meet the rising problems facing the
kingdom. Most notably, the Thai economy in June 1997
plummeted with the eventual devaluation of the baht and
the decimation of the Thai stock market.
faced with its worst economic crisis ever, and the Chavalit
administration had no plan for recovery,

Once again, a Thai Administration could not face
up to the challenges and stepped down, this time
leading to the return of Chuan Leekpai, head of the
opposition Democrat Party, as the new Prime Minister.
Chuan surrounded himself with famous technocrats and
began an immediate plan to resalve the economic
problems.

Thailand was

Semidemocracy

The foregeing discussion must be viewed in terms
of Thailand's status as a developing nation and its
incremental, albeit inexorable transition to democracy.
When Thailand is evaluated on its record of citizen
participation, electoral competition, and civil liberties,
Thailand ranks as a semidemaocracy.

Thailand has all the formal-legal trappings of
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demoacracy: freely elected representative Mational
assembly. executivea accountable to the people,
competition for office, and a multiparty system. On the
other hand, personalism and patronage are the major
features of these institutions. The military sits on the
sidelines ready to intervene if its perceived interests are
thwarted.
compatible with Thai values who desire stability, order,

This semidemocracy exhibits features

sacurity , an monarchy.

The new government must respond to severe
environmental deterioration that threatens the nation’s
the gap between the rich
and poor is rising, while Westernization continues to

economy and value system.

undermine traditional Thai values. To solve these and
other problems will require superb leadership by hitherto
untested rulers. Rather than moving the nation toward a
more progressive democracy, the 1985 elections set

L
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back the clock with the reemergence of old-style
politicians and money interests,
government in 1997 returned tha clock to its correct time.

At the same time, Thailand is well placed o
Information is ubiguitous

The change in

continue its semidemocracy.
from newspapers, radios and televisions. The latter can
be found in virtually every village. Waesternization has
pervaded the nation, with values that are less traditional
and deferential, and more pragmatic E}m;[.,\elf -oriented.
Thais have shown a remarkable ca;r}ac:w 1o -:‘*rope with
change. The routinization OI’d{:‘ﬂ'll‘JbI&iIL‘." processes, the
rapid economic dﬁﬂxrﬂfmerﬂ e}ljoyed by all
socio- 2CONOMIC, clas*&esr lhé G-::ummllmem to free market
forces, the, ﬁ_‘%}é&&éﬁti cunfrol of birth rates, and the
_al;rsen({e ﬂi‘mgmrg.n'tﬂmﬁ}»and external threats bode well
—hf'mﬁfﬂmmﬂlthﬂ nation and the futura of democrac:.r
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