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‘Our neighbours have o { ming s
lands for decades. bu: they + 1 tonove. Al the
farmers in our vlage nad '> move 00 so 'he
estate could be built an re rice hiclds,” she says.

| tear they are financialy hard up I the
first place, they did ~ot recewe r ch ™ ey for
their land. To make ! worsa, - ew placeto
which they were -elocated 15 no! good for growing
rice.

| donl want to face the same fatl” says
Manoie. a mother of three.

‘We ‘isherven were ‘ol that we musl go
00, bt we -~ave slocd against the state order,
As simple po. .. the nldce where we cncose 0
live means odr SJaovh L TRIS 1§ a very ¢ piace
for fishermen. We have fis» apenty, we €D
our boats safe ‘rom storms ard the s deen
enough ‘o drog ancher. Wa dont wan: 0 lsave.”

she says.

Laem Chapang village is one of the cldest
Thar commuiies in the area, having been populated
for more than a century, altested 'o by the old
ordinatior hall buill 1 the reigr of King Rama V.
“he Fne Arts Department plans to declare
the hall an arc-aeclogical sile.
Apart being the main source of fishery
products in Chon Buri province, Laem Chabang has
fertile soil anc i a major rice-producing area.
Arngugh evichon s the Digges: problem the
vilagers have faced so far. the nvasion by modem
techmaiogy has giver otrer problems.
1ha profiferation of factories may sound ke
a oan . 3 ‘or workers but very few vilagers work
|
4075 nofe marine fe "as decreased
since the arca became industriaksed, alte~ ~ ey
have not directly alamed the factores around them.
rey ~ave o go futher alield to fis» ang
i laes fonper 10 make a good calcn.
'Soglimes, we 3ee wasle water from e
‘actorics going ~w che sea, Manote says, My
creaidres seem 0 “ave disappoared.”
Kuey, 2 ‘ype of sea plankicn used 10 make
shnmp paste, hes disappeareq. Shrmp paste was
race a pigor ~amer f2r 'he wiiagers cul wis

the ciszpoearan " ey, thoy have o lumto oher

products.

AL monmen! management plar casts o
CODE W Tasswe nuustriahsation on the
areg's erosyste  bo ! seem . kg ma~y ohe
ENVITONMENtY  proasts, b wid 13ver see o ligh!
ol dey

3ore  of e envirorme: alanze,
' T hang voagers and thos Br wiiages
h ] ig and iumed insteac o squid ang
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