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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to give an analysis to why Thai elites granted the 24th
March 2019 election. This being the first general election in 8 years since the
last election in Thailand and 5 years after the 2014 coup. The outcome paints
a reflection containing a complex series of unusual events never seen before
in the past elections.

Within the study is the application of the transitional democracy
concept, this evaluates consolidated democracy being held within 2 critical
moments; installation and consolidation period, to study political operations
of the Thai elites of the time. This analysis will utilize data obtained from
constitutions and data provided from various platforms of media.

Findings display that the election taking place on 24th March 2019
was held only after the elites allowed this to take place. The paper give
proposition to describe the regime as an anti-majoritarian democracy. Having
managed to arrange structures and mechanism under a democracy regime to
function against majority’s will to initiate, endorse, and implement political
and economic restructuring policies.

KEYWORDS: Democracy/ Thai Politics/ Election
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