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The Development of Tourism Routes in the Old Town Community along the
Phetchaburi River Focusing on Historical and Cultural Tourism in order to

Enhance Phetchaburi Province into a Creative City
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Abstract

This research aims to study the opinions and potentials of community regarding the
improvement of tourism routes in the old town community area along the Phetchaburi River and to
develop tourism routes in the old town community area along the Phetchaburi River by using qualitative
research method. This involved area-based research and in-depth interviews with community leaders and
residents living in the area. The research findings reveal several outstanding aspects, particularly its status

as a city rich in historical and cultural heritage, maintaining authentic and original features. This is evident
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from the number of ancient temples that can be traced back to historical periods, such as Wat Kamphaeng
Laeng from the Lopburi period, Wat Yai Suwannaram, Wat Ko, and Wat Khao Bandai It, which are
exemplary of the temples from the Ayutthaya Kingdom period. As the city transitioned into the
Rattanakosin period, the city of Phetchaburi is even outstanding as a city with two royal palaces, Phra
Nakhon Khiri and Phra Ram Ratchaniwet, highlighting Phetchaburi's historical importance closely linked
to the Chakri dynasty. Additionally, the city possesses ancient communities with sufficient potential for
development to accommodate tourists. In the past, a number of tourists have visited various temples and
palaces in Phetchaburi to engage in religious practices and admire the beauty of ancient craftsmanship.
However, the number of visitors to these cultural heritage sites remains low compared to the influx of
tourists to other districts known for their natural attractions. Therefore, to enhance the appeal of
Phetchaburi and promote it as a destination rich in historical and cultural heritage, the research team has
undertaken several initiatives. These include organizing a seminar entitled " Phetch City: A Gem of
Historical and Cultural Tourism," which was broadcasted via Facebook to disseminate the city’s cultural
value to the public. Additionally, the researchers conducted field surveys of historical and cultural sites to
create an E-BOOK for public distribution and also developed a tourism program for the old community
areas along the Phetchaburi River, focusing on historical and cultural tourism, with the goal of elevating

Phetchaburi into a creative city.

Keywords: Tourism Program, Historical and Cultural Tourism, Creative City
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