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Abstract

This project investigates the electoral behavior of voters in the
Bangkok Metropolitan area. We compare voter turnout and behavior in
the recent General Elections and the Bangkok Metropolitan Council
Election, emphasizing four key variables: socio-economic status:
clientelistic networks; media and information on elections: and the
2007 Electoral Law. We reveal that, while other factors do not strongly
influence turnout and behavior of Bangkok voters, clientelistic
relationships between voters and candidates play a vital role. Although
people in Bangkok generally have a higher socio-economic status than
their counterparts outside the capital, the clientelistic networks

continue to play a significant role in mobilizing turnout and shaping
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voting behavior. These networks, though, are not without cost for
politicians. Persistent clientelism forces candidates to continually
provide human and material resources to voters even between

elections in order to maintain their political influence.
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