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Party Identification in Thai Society:
Comparative Studies Of Democrat Party

In Songkhla and Tak
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Abstract

There are two main objectives of this thesis. First, is to explore
factors that influence electors’ decision in Songkhla and Tak provinces
where the Democrat Party have continuously had a winning streak for
many elections. And second, to compare strategies, tactics, and
approaches, employed by the Democrat Party and its candidates in
establishing strong voting bases in the two provinces locate in different
region of Thailand. The sample population of this study is 200 electors
from Amphur Muang of Songkhla and Tak Provinces (100 from each

province) who veted for Democrat Party and its candidates in general
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election on July 3, 2011. The study utilizes qualitative analysis and
descriptive methods by conducting questionnaire surveys and in-
dept interviews.

The finding suggests that party identification of the Democrat
Party in Songkhla does not derive from the party’s effectiveness in
building its voting bases, but instead, is a result of political perception
and pattern of behavior of the Southern people, especially the
appreciate toward Mr. Chuan Leekpai, a former Prime Minister.
Moreover, political socialization, influenced by family and social
interface, found to be a strong factor generating political identification
in Songkhla. Meanwhile, the study reveals that the party identification
in Tak results from the popularity of its candidate, based basically on
the perception of candidate’s individual cardinal virtue, and from the
candidate’s ability in handling the voler's need. A notable detection is
that in both provinces, the Democrat Party has never exercised party’s
machine and mechanism, such as party branches, in establishing

effective, reliable, and sustainable voting bases.
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