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Decriminalization of Drug Cases:
A case Study of Policy and Alternative

Measure From Foreign Countries*
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Abstract

At the present, “Drug problem” is spreading all around the
world, making severe damages and intensification to international
communities. Researcher is Thus employs qualitative method by using
documentary research and collected information and documents
related to a case study of four countries consists of Portuguese
Republic, Canada, Socialist Republic of Vietnam and United Mexican
States. The finding of this study found that “Decriminalization” is one of
measures used solve their drug problems, by operating in 2 ways:
decriminalized drug and decriminalized drug users/addicts. Any drug
users/addicts possess only a small quantity of drugs for personal use
should voluntary undergo to be treated without any criminal offense
prosecution, change the view of drug users/addicts as the patient’ not

be the criminal, and encourage attending voluntary treatment.
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Voluntarily service will increase the efficient result of treatment, reduce
the pressure of the law enforcement agencies, and decrease a crowed

of prisoners in prisons.
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* Glenn Greenwald. Drug Decriminalization in Portugal: lessons for creating fair
and successful drug policies. 2009. p. 2.
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Greenwald Glenn. loc.cit.
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Drug Crimes: Tougher Laws to stop Producers and Traffickers Al
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® Darren Eke. Government Re-introduces Legislation to Fight Serious Drug

Crimes. Web. http://www.cannabisculture.com/news/conservatives-would-

impose-mandatory-sentences-on-drug-dealers-grow-ops. 20 July 2012,
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#® Harvard Medical School AIDS Initiative in Vietnam. Decriminalization of drug use
in Vietnam. Web. http://www.haivn.org/content/view/121/31/lang,en/. 20 July
2012.
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21 Al s v oo
AraNtR lmalszanddn uazaue. 8.0,

#  Phillip Smith. Feature: Mexico Decriminalization Bill Passes -- One Step
Forward, Two Steps Back?. Web. http://stopthedrugwar.org/chronicle/2009/

may/08/feature_mexico_Decriminalization. 21 July 2012.
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