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Abstract

The existence of political dynasties, a sequence of political leaders
considered members of the same family, in democratic country has been
known for along time. The purpose in examining these topics is three-fold:
1) to explain whether the socio-economic backgrounds of Thai dynastic
politicians are different to those of the non-dynastic distinctions 2) to
investigate experiences before becoming a House of Representatives
member of these two groups of politicians and 3) to compare number and
proportion of dynastic politicians by regions and between Bangkok and
non-Bangkok constituencies. Relying on a quantitative method of

examination using a data constructed from the 24" House of Representatives
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database, this article found distinctions between Thai dynastic and
non-dynastic politicians in terms of gender, age, level of education,
and politico-economic experiences. This article also asserted that the
existence of political dynasties in the politics of House election in Thailand
is dynamic and more complicated than in the past. Thus, further analysis
expanding to cover dynastic politicians in other political institutions such
as the Senate and the local government is required in order to understand
even more clearly about the role and political power of dynastic politicians

in the democratic polity of Thailand.

Keywords: Political dynasties, Dynastic politicians, Members of the House

of Representatives in Thailand
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