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Integrating Budgetary Management

~ Between Government Agencies:

A Case Study of Budgeting for Participatory
Democracy Development
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Abstract &

The purposes of this study were to analyze budgets for

enhancing participatory democracy of The Government Agencies in
Thailand, to study the possibility of budget integration for enhancing
participatory democracy among Thai Government Agencies, and to
propose guidelines for budget integration among Thai Government
Agencies. This research is a qualitati\)e research which gathering data
by documentary analysis and in-depth interviews with key informants,
from the government ‘officials who are in charge of budgeting process
and participatory enhancement. .

According to the study, it is found that the budget for enhancing
barticipatory democracy are received by various government
organizations, either the agencies those in charge of the democratic
participation mission or not. Anyway, the budget usually comes
under different program or project titles. The participatory democracy
budgets are inserted as activities under the other projects. At preseht,
there are many limitations in implementing budget integration for
participatory democracy such as understandings and attitudes of the
officials, the performance appraisal system of government agencies
and the bureaucratic environment. Centralization'is one of the main
problems as the policy is top-down formulated. Therefore, it would
be easier to start integrated budgeting at the activity levels. However,

it Is necessary to have one agency to be the host for coordinating the
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participants from every agency that is in charge, both at the national

and the area level.

Keywords: Integrating ‘Budgetary Management/ Participatory

Democracy Development
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