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Abstract

The main porpose of the study was to evaluate the State of
Education in Public Administration in Thailand (from 1997 to present).
The study employed qualitative method using Stufflebeam’s CIPP
Model of evaluation to investigate the internal and external contexts

(C) of the study regarding social, economic, and political situations in

‘the country; program’s philosophy, curriCuLUm, and student selection

process as input (1); teachers/professors’ qualification and teaching
materials and methods as process (P); and the graduates as products
(P). Samplings were drawn from the universities that offer programs
from undergraduate level to doctoral level, except for National
Institute of Development Administration (NIDA). Data were collected
from documents, in-depth interviews, and focus groups as it deems
appropriate from five groups of informants: academicians from

each disciplines, teachers/professors in the pr'o'grams, program
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administrators or di-rector:s, students and stakeholders from public and
private organizations. Th:e results of the study revealed various issues
derived from the Thailand Qualification Framework (TQF). TQF was
found not to attack the root problems of current state of teachings
in Political Science and Public Administration. Marketization of
education and the escalating competition for “customers”-especially
at the graduate study have worsened the quality of the recruitment
and teaching processes. Teachers were found not to hold the degrees
in the field or subject of their téachings and overloaded with many
courses each semester. Hence, less time was spare for doing research.
Class evaluation was mereLy done since keep the programA running
was utmost important than maintaining the quality of teaching. It is,
therefore, recommended that central agency responsible for setting
and maintaining quality .education should step forward, strengthén
the’ law, and enforce it frlom the early stage of approving the program
to prevent the probLerﬁ from escalating like what has happened

nowadays.

| Keywords: evaluation of state of education/ Political Science/
International Relations/ Public Administration/ teaching/
graduate study/ Thailand Qaulification Framework (TQF)
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