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Chapter2

Abstract @

Forty years after its establishment, ASEAN has faced various
changes in the world and regional political, economic, and social
contexts. These drove ASEAN to initiate a major reform by adopting
the ASEAN Charter as the organization’s constitution and the new

framework of cooperation. The Charter sets the goal to raise its level

of integration in order to become ASEAN Community, as well as to
make ASEAN a rules-based organization in the same manner as the
European Union (EU). ‘

This article aims to compare the structures of cooperation of
the EU and ASEAN according to their organizational constitutions in
order to assess, from. the perspectives of international law, to what
extent ASEAN is following the European intégration model as well as
the possibility of an EU-style ASEAN Comrhunity. |

The article demonstrates that post-Charter ASEAN remains
a regional cooperation that differs substantially from the EU in
terms of (1) the institutions’ autonomy (2) decision 'making method
(3) effectiveness and unity of the law and (4) dispute settlement
system. ASEAN’s ambitions to become an ASEAN Community as well
as a rules-based organization as the EU have not been followed by
changes in the forms of cooperation or the allocation of sovereignty
between ASEAN and its Member States. The article argues that the
main challenge of ASEAN in order to achieve its integration goal is to

sQrpass its traditional method of cooperation known as ASEAN Way.

Keywords: European Union/ ASEAN Community/ ASEAN Charter/
ASEAN Way )
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*  “Asian leaders launch European Union-style regional economic bloc”
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*x “Asean launches EU-inspired economic bloc to bolster trade”

#uee “Should ASEAN work in the medium term towards an “ASEAN Economic
Community” not unlike the European Economic Community of the 19505s?...In
the longer term, should ASEAN remain a free association of independent states
that voluntarily synchronise their policies, or should it evolve into an entity like
the EU?”
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