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Abstract

Since its first Constitution was founded, Thailand’s democracy has long
faced challenges in terms of its implementation, especially on the issue concerning
the exercise of the people’s political assembly right, which is regarded as one of
the very fundamental freedoms protected under the Thai Constitution. The
guarantee of such a right is thus seen as a political tool that protects people against
the government’s abuse of power as well as leveraging the political power of the
people and other interested groups. However, in practice, history has shown that
political participation in the form of street protest, especially by individuals
personally affected by the state’s social and economic policies, have often turned
into violence and hatred affecting not only the country’s economic and social
order, but also most important of all the political culture of the people upon
which the country’s internal security and its future democracy depend.

This research therefore aims 1) to examine the issues of political crime
caused by public assembly of the individuals personally affected by state social
and economic policy, 2) to explore the relationship between participatory models
of democracy and political crime control, 3) to provide a comparative perspective
of the procedures and practices in other countries, and finally 4) to design a
procedure for implementing the right to public assembly of those who are
personally affected by the state’s social and economic policies, which is currently
lacking within Thailand’s legal framework. Although the Public Assembly Act (B.E.
2558) which is currently being enforced is also applicable to the case of public
demonstration by individuals personally affected by the state’s social and
economic policies, such legislation is mainly intended to regulate public protest

without providing any specific channel to address people’s grievances.
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This qualitative research uses content analysis based on the review of
literature, concepts, theories, and relevant laws and regulations. Its final model
was verified by academic scholars and government officials. The results show that
important elements to consider adjusting and reincorporating into the Public
Assembly Act (B.E. 2558) for its future amendment, in order to implement the
public assembly right of the affected individuals or groups more effectively, are
the timeframe for public assembly’s notification, the review process for the denial
of public assembly, the rights of assemblers and organizers, and a coordination
process with public safety authorities, whereas the Regulations of the Office of the
Prime Minister on a Public Hearing (B.E. 2548) should be required to have a more
elaborated procedure, namely a mediation process with the concerned
government agencies, and a decision-making and appellate process to be operated

in connection with the Public Assembly Act.

Keywords : Public assembly, Public participation, Political assembly right, Political

crime
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fsnan fio AnandelunsyuiunsiidinsmvesssnvuilosndevasuliiinniaiFeus
Sean crevenTausTTy wazaAtounensiiioswesUsenuu (Barber, 2003)

wuafinUszysUlanglusuuuudinandegeatdvayunisldivana aufn
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4.1 MTUAINTYLYY (Srzian)
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Situation Organization Adequate :
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