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Chapter13

Abstract

This article presents the gambling situation among youths and its impacts
viewed by multidisciplinary aspects. The article identifies factors contributing to
existing and increasing of gambling problem. These factors are environment and
technology advancement which facilitate the youths to be associated with
gambling easily. Gambling has been infiltrated into entertaining activities, traditions,
and traditional games for decades. Thai society, therefore, has positive perspective
towards gambling which has been attached in the society for a long period of time.
Students and general adults have no different attitudes towards gambling. Both
groups view playing gambling for recreation or as traditional and cultural activities
are acceptable. Gambling will be problematic when youths immerse themselves
in eambling until it affects their study, work, and financial distress. However, in
medical field, eambling addiction is a pathology or known as “pathological
gambling”. It is categorized in the same group as drug addiction which has similar
severity. It can be diagnosed by standard tools namely DSM-IV-TR and SOGS.
Gambling, therefore, can be addicted through brain rather than behaviors. The
article suggests that formal control, law enforcement, is not so effective. Hence,
informal control, such as, self-control and social control should be taken into
account. The article also gives recommendations to view gambling problem
through criminological and sociological psychology theories to understand

gambling behaviors, and to find out appropriate measures for future solution.

Keywords : Gambling in collage, Gambling addict, Planed behavior, Social bonding,

Neutralization
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