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Abstract

This paper mainly investigates the process and related factors
preventing violent conflicts generated in a particular area. There are three
objectives for this study, including (1) to analyze issues of conflicts encountered
by coastal fishermen in uses of marine resources; (2) to analyze relations among
actors employing formal and informal power exploited by both actors representing
state and non-state actors; and (3) to synthesize factors preventing violent conflicts
in the case study of Tambon Mairood Amphoe Khlong Yai, Trat province and
Tambon Kohperd Amphoe LaemSing Chanthaburi Province.

The case shows that sea space power is a significant factor determining
causes, degree, and solutions to the conflicts in marine resources uses. Meanwhile,
the conflicts involve with state power, cultural and community power, as well as
market power that are co-related to the space of conflicts either in coastal zones
or in offshore zones. In the coastal zones, the conflicts of interests in different
fishing gears and overlapped fishing areas among fishermen in the same or
contiguous areas are generally symmetric because their power relations are not
much different. Whereas in the offshore zones, where rights in catching of small-
scale fishing boats are not protected and the community power is unreachable,
asymmetric conflicts usually occur because the state power tends to support
large-scale fishing boats and law enforcement becomes less effective at sea.
Moreover, unlike in the coastal zones, the community power may be weak and
cannot support the smaller fishing boats in conflicts with the bigger ones in the
offshore zones.

The conflicts in the coastal and offshore zones, therefore, are the
combination of symmetric and asymmetric power shaped by the space of
resources uses. Intervention of the state power and the community power, which

is sometimes inaccessible in some areas, affects symmetric or asymmetric power
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relations among parties to the conflicts. Theses relations are uniquely consistent
with the fluctuating nature of the sea both on its surface and in underwater
resources as well as the fishermen’s way of life that is unpredictable. The conflicts
are dynamic and not only shaped by power and time or relations among parties
to the conflicts but also the conditions of power and space. As a result, considering
the conflicts without the relations between power and space is insufficient in

understanding of the issue of marine resources uses.

Keywords: Space, Power, Conflicts, Coastal fisherman
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