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Abstract

This qualitative research explores the role of government management in
pushing forward the special border economic zone, as well as analyzes opportunities
and challenges of management of border economic town. The selected area of study
is the border area of Sa-kaew province, which is one of the border areas that are
promoted to special economic zone of Thailand. Data was collected from field
research and in-depth interviews with key informants who related to the
implementation of Special Economic Zone policy in Sa-kaew such as central, regional,
and local authorities, private sectors, and civil society.

The study found that the special economic zone policy implemented in
Sa-kaew border was formulated by the central government. The policy considered
the existing potentials of each border town as criteria, in selection of the special
economic zone and in order to enhance the economic opportunities. The
implementation in the area mainly focused on investment promotion, through
industrial estates establishment and through potentials empowerment by
constructing physical infrastructure to support the estates such as customs
checkpoint and transportation.

However, the policy implementation still lacks planning and development in
social infrastructure. The upcoming issues from industrial estates are still left
unaddressed, such as increasing population, education issues, environment issues
and housing issues, etc. In addition, the participation from local administrative
organization and civil society is still low. The special economic zone also lacks the

main authority to manage and solve the issues.
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