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Abstract

This study focused on current production situations and risks in Thai traditional
agriculture by selecting freegrazing duck farming in southern Thailand as a case study.
The objectives of this study were (1) to study the free-grazing duck farming economy which
covers socio-economic status, production and cost and benefits analysis of free-grazing duck
farming (2) to assess risks and free grazing duck farmers’ adaption methods which help mitigate
or alleviate risks in free-grazing duck farming in Southern Thailand. This study applied
a mixed method approach to examine free grazing duck farming economy in southern Thailand.
The study surveyed data from 124 free-grazing duck farmers in three provinces which were
Nakorn Sri Thammarat, Phattalung and Songkhla Provinces. The in-depth interviews and focus
group with 12 free-grazing duck farmers and stakeholders in free-grazing duck farming were
conducted to assess risks and identify adaptation methods which help mitigate or alleviate
risks in free-grazing duck farming.

This study found that overall production risk was major risk infree-grazing duck

farming.Limitation of rice field and availability of free-grazing duck’s food in the rice fields
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were two major threats in free-grazing duck farming. Finally, the adaptation methods were

limited and mostly were short turn adaptation methods.

Keywords: Free Grazing Duck, Risk, Adaptation
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