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Abstract

This article examines the knowledge related to the making of saw-u, a lower-
pitched fiddle in Thai classical music, investigates the life of khru Avarach Cholvasin,
and attempts to analyze the making process as well as the factors affecting the quality
of saw-u timbre. The results of this qualitative work show that khru Avarach Cholvasin
first experimented making saw-u, a lower-pitched fiddle, when he was thirteen years
old. After that he gradually acquired knowledge related to visual arts in Thai classical
music and engineering, which culminated in the founding of a successful Thai classical
music instruments factory called “Sai Ek Factory.” Saw-u from this factory has been
well-recognized by Thai classical musicians and draw frequent visitors to the factory.
Khru Avarach uses the Snake wood to make a saw-u. There are eight steps of making
a saw-u. These steps include selecting coconut shell and carving, covering the coconut
opening with a sheet of leather, woodturning the tuning pegs and the bow, drilling the
body and assemble the tuning pegs, trimming out the bottom of the wooden body to
make it flush with the coconut shell’s top concave surface, painting and coating,
assembling and finetuning timbre. The key characteristics found in the saw-u made by
khru Avarach are the blueprint derived from the Duriyaban pattern, overlapping carving
pattern, using specific angles of the carving blade to create a three-dimension illusion,
designing a unique pattern for each saw-u, and lining of a softer mai put wood along

the covering leather.
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