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Abstract

This study aimed to study the contexts of puppet performance and to study
vocal techniques accompanying the performance. It employed qualitative research
methodology focused on Master Kanjanapakorn’s vocal techniques found in his
performance to the story of Phra Apaimanee. The research findings showed that in
1893 M.R. Thaw Bhayakhasana developed a puppet anatomy and a technique of
construction from Master Neng’s puppet model. He founded his puppet troupe known
as Khun Thaw’s puppet troupe in Bangkok. His troupe led other puppet masters to the
formation of further puppet troupes such as Nai Piak’s troupe, Nai Wing’s troupe. Phra
Apaimanee was one of the most popular literature to be adapted for puppet shows
accompanied by sacred repertoire, miscellaneous pieces, and phleng hoon krabok. The
performance was accompanied by a pipat khraung ha ensemble. A saw-u presented
the melodies of phleng hoon krabok. The vocal parts for the puppet performance can
be divided into two categories: (1) singing secular pieces in moderate and fast tempo;
(2) singing phleng hoon krabok, which often accompanied by saw/u melodies in thang
klang hap. Four tyeps of vocal forms were identified: (1) normal ending in order to lead
to either a speech dialogue or general melodies; (2) singing to a comedian puppet
(3) singing to choed, rua, and sa-mer melodies; (4) singing oad melodies. According to
these four types, thirteen vocal techniques were employed to execute all four types
of vocal performances. Thirteen techniques included word formulation, dynamics-word
accentuation, mirroring, triple wordless vocalization, gliding, high pitch sudden ending,
two syllable decoration, upward vocalization, tonal precision, vocal spasm, vocal

melisma, and syncopation.
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