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Abstract

This study deals with musical transmission of the Great Sarama, sarama yai, by
Master Peep Konsglaithong, the National Artist. It is aimed at investigating musical
identities of the pi chawa melodies, sarama yai rhythmic cycles, and transmission
methods. This research employed guatitative research methodology. The research
findings reveals that the sarama yai melodies consist of three sections: sarama, yon,
and plang. Both sarama and plang melodies are special in that both are in free rhythm.
The melodies can be extended and shortened based on the framework of its melodic
structure. The regular structure of sentences in plang appears to be normal, however,
the length of certain parts can be either elongated or shortened. Sarama yai rhythmic
cycles consist of three major patterns: mai ton, mai proy, and mai dag. Each pattern
is intercepted by yon with the variations of each pattern. The pattern is comparatively
similar to the form of Cherd which begins with different melodies and ends with
identical melodies. After each pattern is ended, the leading two-headed drum (klong
khak tau phu) calls for the second two-headed drum (klong khak tau mia) to response
before entering the plang section. After the plang section, the Great sarama then
comes to the ending melodies called yod nam. It is found that Master Peep
Konglaithong’s transmission methods could be divided into two forms: ritual and non-
ritual. The procedure of training begins with learning sarama, yon, and plang until
finishing the Great sarama. Verbal instructions of practices, occasions of performances,
and strict guidelines are always significantly given to students after practical training.
Sarama yai is forbidden to be performed for cultural events associated with misfortune
and failure. After each performance of Sarama yai, musicians must make merit and
dedicate it to their deceased music teachers. This traditional practice has been passed

down generation to generation.
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