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A study of Pleng Song Mai Ruang Tao Tong in Kong Wong Yai Performance through

transmission of Assist. Prof. Pattara Komkum, Ph.d.
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Abstract

The analysis of Thai traditional songs is the important thing for studying the theory
of Thai classical music. Additionally, it shows the Thai music master’s knowledge in melody
composition. In this article, the melody of Pleng Song Mai Ruang Tao Tong was analyze by
Kru Pichit Chaisaree. He was honored to be a musician and specialist in Thai classical music.

Pleng Song Mai Ruang Tao Tong (Nathab Song Mai and Song Chan Rhythm) in Kong
Wong Yai Performance of Kru Pichit Chaisaree, which was transmitted by Assist. Prof.Dr. Pattara
Komkum, found that there were mainly C pentatonic scale (Thang Nork) and G pentatonic
scale (Thang Nai). There were also scale changes from G pentatonic scale (Thang Nai) to D
pentatoinic scale (Tang Glang Habe). at the beginning of 6" movement.

For the melody, the Leave note, Ending bracket, Note’s position shift, Upward and
downward movements to the last note in bar, and Diminution were found in this song.

For performing techniques, the right hand was Nhae, Nha, Nhod, Nhong and the
left hand was Tae, Ta, Tee, Tung. The distinct feature of 4" movement and 6" movement
in Pleng Song Mai Ruang Tao Tong was Luke Yone signaling the ending. There were note
changing to help solve unbalanced pitch in 5" movement and the other movements had
the same scale.

Luke Yone in all movements had the same rhythm but there were some scale
changes. Luke Yone in 1%-3” movements had the same melody and scale. Luke Yone in
4"-10" movements was quite the same but there were changing in scale.

The Intervals found in all movements are 2™ interval, 4" interval, 5" interval, 8"
interval. The 8" interval was found the most.. And The 3" interval is found in 2™ ,3rd ,4™

and 9" movements. The movement containing note’s position shift is 4" movement.

Keyword: Pleng Song Mai Ruang Tao Tong; Pleng Rueang; Pichit Chaisaree;

Pattara Komku
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