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Abstract

This research article deals with the process of making bandhaw by Master Boonrat
Thiparat. It employs qualitative research methods whereby data collections were derived
from a series of interviewing with music experts in Thai music history and royal court music.
The author took ten months to gain a rapport, observe and interview the process of making
bandhaw with Master Boonrat Thiparat in Chiang Mai.

The research findings show that bandhaw came with Brahmanism during Sukhothai
period. It is believed that that bandhaw is a musical instrument of Lord Shiva. Thus it is
only accompanied royal ceremonies in Sukhothai, Ayuthhaya and Rattanakosin courts. There
are nine parts of bandhaw. The method of playing can be divided into two categories: (1)
swinging for fanfare music.; (2) swinging in a khab mai ensemble. In regard to the study of
Master Boonrat’s life history, it shows that the master is a native of Chiang Mai. He had learnt
how to make Thai and local musical instrument from Prince Soonthorn Na Chiang Mai and
later received a musical instrument pattern of Rattanokosin court from Master Pawas
Bunnag. Master Boonrat’s process of making bandhaw begins with the fine selection of
high quality materials and then adjusting the materials to be more durable. The next
process is to prepare the frame, body, two pegs, a pole, a tuning rod, and assembling all
the parts.

His process of making bandhaw reveals a unique structure and decoration. It is
difficult for others to imitate his pattern and styles. His designs are abundantly clear, full of
aesthetic, and exquisite as work of fine art work. Therefore, his artistic and musical identity

of making this type of drum creates a true signature of Master Boonrat Thiparat.

Keywords: Methods, Making, Bandhaw, Boonrat Thiparat
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