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Abstract

This article examines historical evidences pertaining to the origin of sueng luang, the biography of
khruu Jirasak Thanumas, and the process khruu Jirasak’s sueng luang making. By using qualitative methods,
the results reveal that khruu Jirasak is a highly respected instrument maker in Phrae province. He inherited
this craftsmanship from his family and local instrument makers. The diameter of the seung luang’s
resonator is between twelve to fourteen inches. The instrument has four metal strings or nylon strings that
produce a reverberant timbre. It plays loose melodies and sometimes anticipates the ending pitch of
a melodic phrase. The strings are set in either three- or four-interval apart. There are seven steps of making
sueng luang: 1. framing; 2. drilling the resonator, 3. drilling a peg box, and headpiece; 4. cutting resonator’s
front covering; 5. carving the front covering; 6. assembling fingerboard; 7. sanding and painting; and fine-tun-
ing the timbre. There are six factors that affect the quality of sueng luang include raw wood quality,
thickness of the resonator and its front covering, position of the front and rear bridge, the string notch at

the peg box, fret positions, and front covering carving.

Keywords: sueng luang, Jirasak Thanumas, instrument making
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